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Chapters 1-2: Introduction to the book
Chapter 1:  Isaiah has a vision. Israel is recalcitrant; Yhwh is weary of their false religiosity. The

faithful city has become a whore, and Yhwh will turn his hand against it. But it will again 
become a faithful city of righteousness. Zion shall be redeemed by justice . . . .

Chapter 2:  From Zion shall go forth instruction to arbitrate between the nations and peoples. Let
Jacob walk in the light of Yhwh, for Yhwh has a day against all that is proud and lofty.

Chapters 3-6: Indictment and the prophet’s commission
Chapter 3:  Yhwh judges Judah and Jerusalem and contends against them.
Chapter 4:  Yhwh’s contention will turn to protection, when he has washed away the filth.
Chapter 5:  The song of Yhwh’s vineyard: bloodshed has replaced justice, and an outcry 

righteousness, and exile will be the result.
Chapter 6:  Isaiah sees the king in his temple and is commissioned to preach confusion.

Chapters 7-12: The Immanuel prophecy opens onto a statement about Israel’s judgement
(death) and restoration (resurrection)

Chapter 7:  Isaiah’s confrontation with Ahaz who does not seek help from the proper channel 
(cf. chs. 36-39); the Immanuel prophecy begins.

Chapter 8:  Yhwh declares: Assyria is coming. Isaiah declares: “bind” the testimony among my 
hearers (the hardening of ch. 6 achieved? Cf. also chs. 28-29.).

Chapter 9:  The Immanuel prophecy concluded: a child is born who will increase peace and 
establish justice and righteousness. Immediately—if oddly—there follows judgement on 
Jacob and Israel for wickedness.

Chapter 10:  Woe to: those who decree iniquity; those who write oppressively; those who ignore 
justice, the needy, their needs, and widows. Assyria will be Yhwh’s tool for discipline, and 
then judged for their own arrogance. But a remnant will survive and return.

Chapter 11:  The righteous reign of the branch signals the nations and assembles the outcasts and
the dispersed of Israel.

Chapter 12:  Zion’s inhabitants will acknowledge, praise, and sing.

Chapters 13-23: God of Israel, God of the Nations
Chapter 13:  Oracle concerning Babylon establishes context for remaining oracles: Babylon 

executes world judgement and is then itself judged by the Medes, stirred up by Yhwh.
Chapter 14:  Jacob-Israel restored, Babylon taunted. Oracle concerning Assyria, an exemplar of 

Yhwh’s global intentions (here and elsewhere in the book). Oracle concerning Philistia.
Chapter 15:  Oracle concerning Moab.
Chapter 16:  Oracle concerning Moab cont’d.
Chapter 17:  Oracles concerning Syria-Ephraim.
Chapter 18:  Oracle concerning Ethiopia.
Chapter 19:  Oracle concerning Egypt. But Egypt and Assyria will be blessed with Israel!
Chapter 20:  Isaiah walks naked and barefoot; a sign against Egypt-Ethiopia.
Chapter 21:  Oracles concerning the “wilderness of the sea,” Dumah, and Arabia. 
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Chapter 22:  Oracle concerning the “valley of vision.”
Chapter 23:  Oracle concerning Tyre.

Chapters 24-27: The plight of the cosmos; a future of peace
Chapter 24:  Oracle concerning the whole ‘earth’ (16x): a return to the days of Noah.
Chapter 25:  An appropriate response of praise: Yhwh will swallow death forever.
Chapter 26:  The way of the righteous.
Chapter 27:  The redemption of Israel: a pleasant vineyard—sing of it! (cf. ch. 5)

Chapters 28-35: Judgement through a peculiar kind of justice and righteousness
Chapter 28:  Judgement on the drunkenness of Ephraim and Jerusalem by way of justice and 

righteousness (v. 17).
Chapter 29:  Jerusalem is under siege and confounded (cf. 29:11-12//8:16).
Chapter 30:  Exhortation against alliance with Egypt. The senses are dull and pursue security 

inappropriately. In rest and trust is salvation (v. 15), not military might.
Chapter 31:  Exhortation against alliance with Egypt cont’d. Exhortation against pursuit of 

strength (cf. 31:1//Deut. 17:14-20). “Turn to him from whom people have deeply 
revolted . . . .” Assyrian will fall by a sword—but not of man! (v. 8)

Chapter 32:  A king will reign in righteousness (cf. chs. 36-39); princes in justice. All will be put
aright. Justice will dwell in the wilderness; righteousness in the fruitful field. The effect of 
righteousness: peace, quietness, and trust/security forever.

Chapter 33:  Woe to you, destroyer. A petition to Yhwh to be gracious. Yhwh responds: justice 
for the righteous. Yhwh is judge, lawgiver, king, saviour.

Chapter 34:  The nations are summoned and judged; the cosmos is affected by the trauma. Yhwh
will avenge the dispute of Zion; creation returns to chaos.

Chapter 35:  Creation is refurbished; eyes and ears will be reopened and unhindered.

Chapters 36-39: Hezekiah reigns in righteousness. A threat from without, proper response
from within: salvation

Chapter 36:  Sennacharib invades Judah; the Rabshakeh issues his taunt.
Chapter 37:  Hezekiah does seek help from the proper channel (cf. chs. 7-9), and the result is 

that Sennacharib falls, quite apart from the kind of military solution pursued by Ahaz.
Chapter 38:  The power of prayer: Hezekiah’s sickness, recovery, and a poem of worship.
Chapter 39:  Envoys from Babylon visit Hezekiah; Isaiah’s last—and foreboding—prophecy; 

Hezekiah’s properly orientated response: ‘The word of the LORD is good.’ (cf. 30:15)

Chapters 40-53: The Servant of Yhwh
Chapter 40:  A word at once new and old: Comfort for God’s people, whose “right” (justice) is 

in question (v. 27); a highway for our God (vv. 1-11); a pre-trial statement (vv. 12-31).
Chapter 41:  Peoples of the earth addressed: ‘draw near for judgement.’ Israel is Yhwh’s servant 

for a task other gods cannot thwart.
Chapter 42:  The servant of Yhwh presented and given a task: global justice and righteousness 

(formerly Yhwh’s prerogative!). This is a “new thing” involving the suffering of the servant 
who is blind and deaf (cf. 6:8-13//42:18-25).

Chapter 43:  But Israel is consoled and witnesses—along with those from among the nations, 
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now directly addressed—that Yhwh is the only god.
Chapter 44:  The purpose of Israel’s exile cont’d from chs. 42-43 (44:1-6). Polemical excursus 

against false idols; Yhwh alone is God; he formed Jacob-Israel, his servant.
Chapter 45:  Cyrus unwittingly in Yhwh’s employ and for the sake of his servant. All the ends of

the earth shall see Yhwh’s salvation (vv. 22-25; cf. 52:10); the earth itself will yield it up 
(45:8).

Chapter 46:  False idols are burdens to the beasts which carry them. But Yhwh bears up Jacob-
Israel and all its remnant (cf. Matt 11:28: “Come unto me . . . .”).

Chapter 47:  Babylon is humiliated.
Chapter 48:  Former things have come to pass. New things are now announced, created now, not 

long ago.
Chapter 49:  The servant of Yhwh: a light to the nations who minister in return.
Chapter 50:  The servant of Yhwh: one who is taught.
Chapter 51:  The one who is taught now teaches.
Chapter 52:  A final testimony: “All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”
Chapter 53:  The servant’s abiding legacy now on the lips of his “offspring.”

Chapters 54-66: The Servants of Yhwh
Chapter 54:  The heritage of the servants: proof positive that the servant has succeeded and has 

been vindicated.
Chapter 55:  The heritage continues: an invitation is extended.
Chapter 56:  Worthy of special attention is the salvation of those formerly outside, now gathered 

to Yhwh’s holy mountain. The wicked are juxtaposed.
Chapter 57:  The “conflict” continues and the righteous still suffer and die, sharing the fate of 

the servant, whose righteousness—in life and in death—now extends to them (cf. 53:11)! 
Yet peace also extends to them, and not to the wicked.

Chapter 58:  True and false adherence: What does it mean to keep Yhwh’s law?
Chapter 59:  The prophet’s rebuke (vv. 1-8) elicits a communal confession (vv. 9-15a) which is 

answered by Yhwh’s just salvation (vv. 15b-21).
Chapter 60:  Zion, light of the nations.
Chapter 61:  The holy people and their city are not forsaken.
Chapter 62:  Zion’s sake upheld.
Chapter 63:  Yhwh’s vindication is promised; his love recounted. But the Holy Spirit is grieved, 

and so supplication is made.
Chapter 64:  Prayer of penitence and supplication cont’d.
Chapter 65:  Final judgement: the separation of the wicked from the servants (vv. 1-16) 

manifests an orderliness integral to Yhwh’s new/renewed creation (vv. 17-25).
Chapter 66:  Yhwh claims the universe and requires truthful worship (humble and contrite—

trembling at Yhwh’s word). In fulfilment of chapter 2, the nations stream to Zion, declare 
Yhwh’s glory, and bring Israel’s brothers to Jerusalem. But a distinction is 
maintained:‘There is worship of God by all flesh, or there is rebellion meriting punishment 
of a haunting and unrelieved sort’ (Seitz 2001, 550).


