CREATION TO NEW CREATION:
JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION

cc 100: THE WHOLE IN ONE
(THE WHOLE BIBLE IN ONE QUARTER)
Session 10
GENERAL (CATHOLIC) EPISTLES AND REVELATION
James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude, Revelation

The New Jerusalem
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

1.1.

The biblical storyline so far
CREATION ➛ CORRUPTION ➛ COVENANT ➛ CHRIST ➛ CHURCH ➛ ???
(Gen 1-2)
(Gen 3-11)
(Gen 12–Mal) (Matt–John) (Acts–Jude)

1.2.

Review and recap of the Letters (Session 9)

2.

The General (Catholic) Epistles
!

“…it has long been held that in them [the Catholic Epistles] we get a truer picture of early church life
than is available to us in the Gospels or the Acts of the Apostles. Whoever the writers were, they were
responding to the real needs in the early Christian communities, and by examining those problems we
can reconstruct the intellectual and spiritual atmosphere that shaped the first generations of the Church.
There can be no doubt that this is how the Fathers themselves regarded these letters. To them, the
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Catholic Epistles were all written in order to defend orthodox faith and morals against the rising
challenge of the heretics who were still a major problem in their own time.” (G. Bray, Introduction to
the Catholic Epistles, ACCS, xvii-xxv)
!

Often overlooked in light of the dominant Pauline corpus

JAMES
1.

Message
No biblical book better explains what life looks like when it’s lived in God’s world on God’s terms after
the example of Jesus. That’s probably why James has earned a wide reputation for being “practical.” But
be forewarned: ‘Practical’ doesn’t mean it’ll be easy or automatic. In fact, anyone who reads this book,
and puts it down, and returns to life as usual has missed the whole point. Life as usual is the very thing
James wants to change, until everything about us—what we believe and how we behave, what we think
and how we treat others—is shaped by God’s wisdom as Jesus models it. So let’s get ready—to be
instructed, to be encouraged, and yes, to be scolded a time or two—all in the interest of being changed to
look and live more like Jesus. Let’s read James, and let’s be and do what it says.

2.

Contents
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.
VIII.

INTRODUCTION: ADDRESS AND GREETING, 1:1
TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS: THE REALITY OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL RELIGION,
1:2-18
HEARING AND HEEDING THE WORD: THE ESSENCE OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL
RELIGION, 1:19-27
FAITH AND ITS FRUITS: THE REQUIREMENT OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL RELIGION,
2:1-26
WORDS AND WISDOM: THE MEASURE OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL RELIGION, 3:1-18
WORLDLINESS AND WEALTH: THE ANTITHESIS OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL
RELIGION, 4:1–5:6
PATIENCE AND PRAYER: THE CONFIDENCE OF AUTHENTIC BIBLICAL RELIGION,
5:7-18
CONCLUSION: FINAL EXHORTATION, 5:19-20

1-2 PETER
1.

Message
People who pledge allegiance to Jesus Christ are like aliens or strangers in the present world; our
character and conduct are out of step with the cultural forces of society. Sometimes our peculiar identity
in a contrary world meets with opposition, perhaps in the form of slander, hostility, unfairness, or even
death. Peter tells us not to be surprised when that happens, and not to be undone by it. Suffering, after
all, is not a contradiction to being related to Jesus, but a way of sharing in his life and likeness. So trust
in the Lord, says Peter, obey God’s Word, follow the example of Jesus, and keep your hope fixed on
God’s promise. Whatever you do, don’t get distracted by false teachers and twisted versions of the truth,
but keep on clinging to the gospel of Christ and keep on growing in grace and godliness.
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2.

Contents
1 Peter
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

INTRODUCTION, 1:1-2
CALLED TO SALVATION: THE DIGNITY OF THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION, 1:3–2:10
LIVING AS ALIENS: DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, 2:11–3:12
PERSEVERING IN SUFFERING: DIFFICULTIES OF CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION, 3:13–
5:11
CONCLUSION, 5:12-14

2 Peter
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

INTRODUCTION, 1:1-2
GOD’S PRECIOUS PROMISES AS THE SOURCE OF GODLY LIVING, 1:3-21
DENUNCIATION OF FALSE TEACHERS, 2:1-22
THE PROMISED RETURN OF CHRIST, 3:1-17
CLOSING DOXOLOGY, 3:18

1-3 JOHN
1.

Message
Sometimes it’s helpful to put the gospel in plain English, so to speak, to offer some straight talk about
eternal life. The three Epistles of John do exactly that, without pulling any punches: Either we are
devoted to obeying the Word of God, following Jesus, and loving one another, or we’d better be asking
ourselves whether or not we really belong to Christ at all. Gently but firmly, John presses the point that
Christlike living and loving are nonnegotiable for God’s children. To put this differently, these personal
but potent little letters clarify what faith in the message of the gospel has to look like in daily life for it to
be considered genuine at all. This means further that the Church cannot treat sound doctrine and fervent
devotion as something we can take or leave, for that would compromise the gospel and put eternal life
itself in jeopardy.

2.

Contents
1 John
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

PROLOGUE: THE WORD OF LIFE, 1:1-4
THE TWOFOLD TEST: THE CERTAINTY OF LIFE, 1:5–2:17
WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS AND THEIR TEACHING: THE THREAT TO
LIFE, 2:18-27
CHRISTLIKE LIVING AND LOVING: THE MANIFESTATION OF LIFE, 2:28–3:24
FAITH AND LOVE: THE TWOFOLD SUMMATION (ESSENCE) OF LIFE, 4:1–5:12
EPILOGUE: THE CERTAINTIES OF LIFE, 5:13-21

2 John
I.
II.

INTRODUCTION: THE ELDER’S GREETING IN LOVE AND TRUTH, vv. 1-3
BODY OF THE LETTER, vv. 4-11

4
A.
B.
III.

The Elder’s Joy and Exhortation to Love, vv. 4-6
The Elder’s Warning about Deceivers, vv. 7-11

CLOSING: THE ELDER’S FAREWELL, vv. 12-13

3 John
I.
II.

INTRODUCTION: THE ELDER’S GREETING IN LOVE AND TRUTH, v. 1
BODY OF THE LETTER, vv. 2-12
A.
B.
C.

III.

The Elder Rejoices in Those Who Walk in the Truth, vv. 2-4
The Elder Commends Those Who Serve in Love and Truth, vv. 5-8
The Elder Exposes the Evil and Commends the Good, vv. 9-12

CLOSING: THE ELDER’S FAREWELL, vv. 12-13

JUDE
1.

Message
Jude reads like a sermon in letter form–the kind we all need to hear from time to time. With a bit of
sharpness Jude’s main point is to urge believers to contend for the one true faith and to resist false
teachers who deny Christ and who substitute their own authority for God’s. Otherwise, the Church will
lose its distinct identity in the world as God’s people. Jude urges us to faith, hope, and love, all the way
to the end, concluding with this amazing doxology: “Now to him who is able to keep you from
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God,
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time,
now, and forever. Amen.”

2.

Contents
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

INTRODUCTION, vv. 1-2
OPENING APPEAL: CONTEND FOR THE FAITH, vv. 3-4
CONDEMNATION OF FALSE TEACHERS, vv. 5-16
PARTING APPEAL, vv. 17-23
CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY, vv. 24-25
~~~
The Apocalypse (Revelation)

1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

1.1.

The biblical storyline

CREATION ➛ CORRUPTION ➛ COVENANT ➛ CHRIST ➛ CHURCH ➛ CONSUMMATION ➛ CREATION
(Gen 1-2)
(Gen 3-11)
(Gen 12–Mal) (Matt–John) (Acts–Jude)
(Rev 1-20)
RESTORED
(Rev 21-22)
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1.2.

The biblical story is the story of God’s universal blessing-plan in CREATION, which, having suffered
CORRUPTION in the Fall, will be restored through God’s COVENANT program with specially called
persons (notably, Abraham, Moses, David) within and among a specially called people (Israel), a
program ultimately embodied and fulfilled in the redemptive mission of CHRIST JESUS the Israelite
and Israel’s Messiah, who, by the Holy Spirit, continues his mission in the world through the CHURCH,
and who, by his own glorious return, brings the cosmic spiritual drama played out on the stage of heaven
and earth to a just and final CONSUMMATION, culminating in a renewed CREATION in an everlasting
kingdom—“on earth as it is in heaven.”
a CREATION (Genesis 1-2)
b CORRUPTION (Genesis 3-11)
c COVENANT (Genesis 12–Malachi [2 Maccabees])
d CHRIST (Matthew–John)
c' CHURCH (Acts–Jude)
b' CONSUMMATION (Revelation 1-20)
a' CREATION RESTORED (Revelation 21-22)

1.3.

Since the grand scriptural drama is played out on the stage of heaven and earth, in a cosmic
conflict between God and Satan and between good and evil, therefore the sin that corrupted God’s
Creation, the serpent, and all the evil forces that rebelled against God, against his people, and against his
program, must be brought to a just and final end. God’s people live now in the midst of this
eschatological resolution (denouement—the final act of a play in which the strands of the plot are drawn
together) even while they wait for its ultimate completion at the return of Jesus, who will reign forever
as “King of kings and Lord of lords”—God’s kingdom finally come, his will finally done, “on earth as it
is in heaven.” Or as we confess in the Creed: “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have no end.” We refer to this part of the scriptural story as the
CONSUMMATION (Revelation 1-20).

1.4.

The story that began with Creation must end with that very CREATION RESTORED (Revelation 2122), at the reappearing of Jesus in the last days, when, having put an end to all rebellion, God will dwell
forever with his redeemed people in the midst of “a new heaven and a new earth,” in “the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” At last,
“the dwelling of God [will be] with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself will be with them” (Rev 21:1-3)—as he was in the Garden of the original Creation. The story
introduced in Genesis 1-2 concludes in Revelation 21-22. These two sets of two chapters each function
like bookends in the cosmic story of Scripture. Everything between the opening chapters and the closing
—every book and every part of every book—advances the plot of this grand theo-drama, thereby
contributing to our knowledge of God, of what God is up to, and of what it means to live in God’s world
God’s way, en route to dwelling in his eternal and glorious presence.

1.5.

But through a series of highly symbolic and picturesque snapshots (apocalyptic imagery), Revelation
sheds light on the great cosmic battle being waged in heaven at the same time that we have been
reading about it being waged on earth from Genesis 3 onward: from the corruption of Creation in Eden
to the renewal of Creation in the Eschaton. The point of this book is not to entertain us with end-time
events, but to encourage us to continue worshiping Jesus the Lamb in the Eucharistic foretaste of the
heavenly realities, to keep ourselves pure from the lure of the world, to endure faithfully to the end
whatever the cost, and to await Jesus’ final triumph, when he puts an end to all rebellion, makes all
things new, and dwells with his people forever—truly “heaven on earth!”
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2.

Contents
I.

THE PROLOGUE, 1:1-8

II.

THE SEVEN-FOLD REVELATORY VISION FOR THE CHURCH, 1:9[10/12]–22:5
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

III.

The First Vision: Christ’s Coming To Judge the Saints, 1:9[10/12]–3:22
The Second Vision: The Throne, the Lamb, and the Book with Seven Seals, 4:1–
8:1
The Third Vision: The Seven Trumpets, 8:2–11:19
The Fourth Vision: The Wicked Powers and the Triumph of God and His People,
12:1–14:20
The Fifth Vision: The Seven Plagues, 15:1–16:21
The Sixth Vision: The Final Judgment of All the Wicked and the Ultimate
Triumph of the Sovereign Lord, 17:1–20:15
The Seventh Vision: The New Creation—Perfected Saints in the Eternal and
Glorious Presence of God, 21:1–22:5

THE EPILOGUE, 22:6-21
A.
B.
C.

The Final Exhortations in Light of the Lord’s Imminent Return, vv. 6-17
The Final Warning in Light of the Book’s Completeness, vv. 18-20
The Final Word, v. 21
CONSUMMATION
Revelation 1-20

“The difficulty and attraction of the book of Revelation are evident throughout the history of the Christian
church. No book within the New Testament exhibits such a wide range of disagreement on its interpretation. The
controversy extends from the early church fathers to modern times, and has engaged many of the most brilliant
minds (e.g. Isaac Newton, J. A. Bengel, Jonathan Edwards), often with disastrous results.”1
Things to keep in mind when reading and studying Revelation:
1.

The first verse of the book identifies the content of the book as the “Revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1.1.

The content of the book not only belongs to Jesus Christ in the sense that it is his revelation, but
its function is in fact to reveal Jesus Christ to those who receive the content of the book. It is an
unveiling of him.

1.2.

To the degree that this is also what the Gospels were about, the agenda of the Gospels is
the same as the agenda of Revelation:

1

A.

The Gospels present Jesus—his incarnation, ministry, passion, death, resurrection, and ascension
—from an earthly perspective; as a set of events unfolding in history from the perspective “on
the ground,” the way humans normally experience and view things.

B.

Revelation presents the same Jesus from a heavenly perspective; from the other dimension of
reality over across from the earthly; the way angels, and at times, demons or other adversaries
normally view things.

Brevard S. Childs, The New Testament As Canon: An Introduction (Pennsylvania: Trinity Press International, 1984): 1994, 502.
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1.3.

Similarly to the way the apostle John crafts his own Gospel intentionally as a “closer” to the four-fold
Gospel account, and in so doing, writes in a unique style and chooses to arrange and highlight things
differently from the other three, so too, in Revelation, the same author2 writes in a unique style, and his
book puts its priorities on display in sometimes unexpected ways, and is written self-consciously as a
“closer,” this time to the entire canonical witness.

1.4.

But the main point not to be forgotten is this: The book of Revelation is twofold in its own perspective—
i.e., in what it is looking at and describing in its strange and fantastical sentences and paragraphs.
A.

Revelation 12 is at the very same time and in the same sentences about several interrelated
events taking place—one occurring right after the other and in relation to it—that are widely
separated events when viewed from the perspective of history.

B.

For example, a woman presently in labor [12:1-2: Mary, with Jesus; timeframe – first century
Bethlehem], immediately following which a great red dragon sweeps a third of the stars of
heaven to the earth [12:3-4a: signifying Lucifer’s own turning and his influence over a third of
the angels; timeframe – before creation], following which the woman gives birth [12:5: Mary
and Jesus, again; timeframe – back to first century Bethlehem].

C.

Practically speaking, from this example in Revelation 12, we will not be far off if we read
Revelation with hypertropic vision: one eye focused on the concrete historical events now being
narrated from a heavenly vantage point in order to reveal their cosmic significance, and the
other eye taking note of the way this presentation—often a re-narration of things that already
happened—allows them to function in a farther-reaching way than a mere time-bound, culturebound historical interpretation would permit. Through the visionary presentation in Revelation,
they are, in a sense unmoored from their temporal anchoredness in history in order to show their
connectedness with the final reign of the one who comes at the very end.

2.

“. . . to the seven churches that are in Asia . . .” (1:4)

2.1.

The seven churches—the recipients to whom this Revelation is addressed—are among those whom
Jesus has made a kingdom (1:6). As such:

2.2.

Although there are seven of them, and [looking ahead at chaps 2-3] there are seven individual messages
—one to each of the individual churches—the churches should be understood as a single kingdom.

2.3.

Moreover, the content of the book from 1:4–22:5 is addressed to all of them, so to the degree that the
content of the whole book was accessible, they each would have been made aware not only of the
message in chapters 2-3 addressed individually to them, but as well to all the messages addressed to the
others. It’s an “inter-office memo.”

2.4.

In this light, it is probably best to regard the seven individual churches like we might individual
parishes in a diocese, or even better, as we might individual dioceses within the broader body of Christ.

2.5.

Further, given the utility of ‘seven’ in Sacred Scripture as a number often signifying completeness, or a
“full-orbed” account of something, we may rightly think of John as a bishop (which he was), addressing
a seven-fold representation of the whole [i.e., catholic] Church with a sweeping revelatory vision which
includes as a component within it a seven-fold message—a whole message—at once commending and
rebuking, exhorting and encouraging.

2 There is significant scholarly debate about the identity of the author. In my view, the weightiest evidence favors John the apostle.
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3.

“I John . . . was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day . . .” (1:10)

3.1.

It was the Sabbath—the day to be kept holy (Exod 20:8) which any bishop following the Scriptures
would do (cf. also Heb 10:25). The early Christians regarded the [new] Sabbath as “the first day of the
week, when [they] gather for liturgy (Acts 20:7) to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus.”3

3.2.

He hears a loud voice like a trumpet, and upon turning to look, he observes one “like a Son of man” in
the midst of seven golden lampstands.

3.3.

Given these signposts—i.e., the author identifying the occasion of the vision as on the very day
and in relation to the very state in which one would be at the Mass (“in the Spirit”) and even among the
accoutrements of it (lampstands/candelabras)—we may reasonably infer that the vision stands in relation
to what happens at the Mass.

3.4.

This is more than an intriguing factoid about John’s vision. Our having it explained to us that the
vision to follow, in all its shocking splendor, happened within the Mass as John celebrates it, should give
us pause next time we enter the Church to dip our fingers in holy water, to genuflect toward what the
tabernacle holds behind the altar, namely, our Lord just past the lampstands, and then to present
ourselves not as much to receive what is brought out from that tabernacle, but to be overtaken by it—to
be consumed, like John, by what we are about to consume.

3.5.

The Lord’s day [1:10]//The ‘day of the Lord’ [Joel 3:4; cf. Rev 6:12]
CREATION RESTORED
Revelation 21-22

1.

Selected Links Between Genesis and Revelation: The View from the Bookends
GENESIS

REVELATION

Literary and theological use of numbers 7, 10, and 12

Same

“In the beginning” (1:1)

“the beginning” (3:14; 21:6; 22:13)

“God created” (1:1)

“for you created all things” (4:11; cf. 10:6; 14:7)

“the heavens and the earth” (1:1)

“a new heaven and a new earth” (21:1; cf. 10:6; 14:7)

Light without light-giving bodies (1:3-13; Days 1-3)

Light without light-giving bodies (21:23; 22:5; God is the
light!)

Sun, moon, and stars for regulating day and night (1:14-19)

No need of sun or moon, “for the glory of God gives it light,
and its lamp is the Lamb . . . and there will be no night
there” (21:23, 25; cf. 22:5)

Creation of land, sea, vegetation, sun, moon, stars, animals,
humans (ch. 1)

Judgment/purgation of the same (chs. 6-16)

Waters/sea (11x in ch. 1)

“The sea was no more” (21:1)

3 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: New Testament (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2010), 494.
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Tree of life created and denied (2:9; 3:22-24)

Tree of life regained (2:7; 22:2, 14, 19)

Garden guarded by angels (3:24)

Heavenly city guarded by angels (21:12)

River flows out of Eden to water the garden (2:10-14)

River flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb
through the middle of the city (22:1-2)

Gold and other precious materials associated with Eden
(2:11-12)

Gold and other precious materials associated with the New
Jerusalem (21:11, 15-21)

Death (2:17; 3:3-4; chs. 4-5ff.)

No more death (21:4; cf. 20:14)

The serpent introduced, and his defeat by the Seed of the
woman foretold (3:1-15)

The serpent unmasked, and his defeat by One born of a
woman—The Word of God, the King of kings and Lord of
lords (12:1-17 [v. 9!]; 19:11-21; 20:1-3, 7-10)

Curses pronounced (3:14-19)

No more curse (22:3)

Fellowship broken with Creator God, and humans cast from Perfect fellowship restored in a new heaven and a new earth
his presence (3:8-9, 22-24)
(21:1-3; 22:4)
The first anti-God rebellion at Babel (11:1-9)

The last anti-God rebellion at Babylon (chs. 17-18)

Abraham promised uncountable seed (15:1-6; 17:1-8;
22:15-19)

The multitude that no one could count (7:9; cf. 5:9)

Sodom and Egypt (chs. 13; 14; 18; 19 / chs. 39-50)

Jerusalem likened to Sodom and Egypt (11:8)

Twelve sons of Israel (chs. 29-30)

Twelve tribes of the sons of Israel (21:12)

Prominence of the tribe of Judah and its “Lion” (49:8-12)

Judah listed first among the tribes, and the conquering Lion
of the tribe of Judah (7:4-8; 5:5)

2.

Some implications

2.1.

Revelation concludes a canonical narrative—the whole-Bible story—that extends from Creation to New
Creation.

2.2.

If the end is a glorious renewal of the beginning, then time and matter—the physical world—matter.

2.3.

If this is God’s story, the story that scripts God’s plan from beginning to end, then to live in God’s
world on God’s terms is to embrace this story as our own—the “metanarrative” which encompasses
every other smaller narrative, including the ones we write with our own lives.

3.

Final Reflections on the End of the Story

