CREATION TO NEW CREATION:
JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION
CC 100: THE WHOLE IN ONE
(THE WHOLE BIBLE IN ONE QUARTER)
Session 3
THE PENTATEUCH
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
(Creation, Corruption, and Covenant I)

“And Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire;
and the smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.” (Exod 19:18)

0.

Introduction

0.1.

The Format of Our Course: Four Parts to Every Class Session

0.2.

1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in [Book(s)]
2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan (structure, broad outline, literary form)

2.2.

What it says: The message conveyed (content survey, key themes, major
contributions to the unfolding theo-drama of the Triune God)

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

4.

Books of the Bible Drill (at the end of each class session)

Review: The Thematic Shape of the Bible (Session 2, sec. 2.2.)

2
GENESIS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Our journey together through the Bible begins where the Bible does—In the beginning of a
grand scriptural story about God’s universal blessing-plan that extends from Creation to New Creation.
Genesis introduces this theo-drama by telling the story of God’s CREATION (chs. 1-2), of how it
became CORRUPTED by sin and rebellion (chs. 3-11), and of how God responded to this situation by
initiating a COVENANT program that frames his restoration mission (chs. 12ff.).

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Genesis

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

II.

2.2.

PRIMEVAL HISTORY. CREATION AND CORRUPTION: THE INTRODUCTION
TO GOD’S UNIVERSAL BLESSING-PLAN, 1:1–11:26
A.

Prologue. The Story of Creation, 1:1–2:3

B.

The Story from Creation and Its Corruption, to Shem (→Terah→Abram) in Five
Toledot Sections, 2:4–11:26

PATRIARCHAL HISTORY. COVENANT: THE PEOPLE OF THE BLESSING-PLAN
ELECTED AND PRESERVED, 11:27–50:26
A.

Prologue. The Descendants of Terah, 11:27-32

B.

The Story from Shem (→Terah→Abram) to Jacob (→Joseph) in Five Toledot Sections,
11:27–50:26

What it says: The message conveyed
a.

Genesis consists in two parts, which are linked. Part 1 (chs. 1-11) unfolds the broadest
possible canvas for the scriptural portrait of God’s plan. It focuses on the creation of the world
and humanity and on God’s universal (cosmic, whole-creation) intentions for blessing. Then it
shows how things went wrong and how God begins to set the stage for restoring his universal
blessing-plan. These opening chapters introduce Genesis, the Pentateuch, the Old Testament, the
whole Bible in such a way that literally everything—our understanding of the Holy Trinity, the
world, the gospel (the message of how God goes about restoring Creation, not just getting us to
heaven when we die), the Church and its mission in the world, worship, marriage and family,
our own identity—everything depends on what is revealed here.

b.

Part 2 (chs. 12-50) continues from the first part, by advancing the themes introduced there,
notably, God’s plan to bring the blessings of salvation to the world and God’s determination to
do so through the “seed” of the woman who will be a descendant of Abraham. But the story
now unfolds around key patriarchal figures. In other words, chs. 12-50 tell the story of Abraham
and his offspring as God’s answer to the problems of humankind set out in chs. 3-11. The God
of CREATION will redeem and restore his CORRUPTED CREATION through a
COVENANT program with a specific person (Abraham) and a certain people (Israel).
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c.

In terms of structure, after its opening Prologue, Genesis unfolds in ten toledot panels (Toledot
is the Hebrew word ‘the further account of’, ‘what became of’, ‘the ongoing story of’—the title
‘Genesis’ comes from the Greek translation of this word), five in each of the two major parts of
the book. This is one of many indicators that Genesis is “going somewhere.” It is written in
such a way as to keep readers looking forward and on the edge of their seats, ever wondering
where it might be headed. Those who keep on reading discover in due time that in Genesis they
have entered a story that centers in Jesus. And because this is his story, it is our story, too (cf.
Lk 24:25-27, 44-48; Jn 1:1-18; 5:46).

d.

A biblical covenant is a divine-human bond predicated on the faithfulness of God’s promises
and man’s obedience, by which God’s program moves forward toward its goal. While the
concept of covenant begins to emerge as early as Adam and Noah, with Abram (Abraham) it
becomes the programmatic structure on which the remainder of the Old Testament is built.
God’s covenant program defines the way in which Creation, now fallen and corrupted by sin,
will be redeemed and restored. Its contours revolve around a series of covenants worked out in
connection with specially chosen individuals (Abraham, Moses, David) and a specially chosen
people (Israel), through whom God moves unwaveringly toward the goal of restoring his
Creation and his creatures to the blessed harmony intended in the beginning. God’s answer to
the cosmic effects of sin will come through a promised redeemer who will renew his broken and
disordered Creation.

e.

The first parts of this covenant program will revolve around the so-called Abrahamic and
Mosaic Covenants. We are introduced to the Abrahamic Covenant, which outlines the
provisions (the what) of God’s covenant program, in Genesis 12. The Mosaic Covenant, which
delineates the prescriptions for the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (the how), covers
much of the material in Exodus through Deuteronomy. We should not view these Covenants as
ending with Deuteronomy; in fact, all the episodes that follow, all the way to the end of the Old
Testament, are related to one or more aspects of the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants. The rest
of the Old Testament unfolds the theo-drama of God’s commitment to make good on his
promises to and through Abraham, and of his people’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the
divine stipulations given through Moses for its fulfillment.

f.

The divine call of Abram/Abraham (Gen 12:1-3), then, marks a new stage in God’s relationship
with humanity: YHWH vests his cosmic plan (universal blessing on a world full of God’s glory)
in his own detailed promises and in the obedient faith of Abraham and his family-to-be. God’s
call on Abraham, we could say, marks the new beginning of God’s restoration of humankind
and Creation. Abraham is a kind of new Adam, as was Noah before. It will be through Abraham
that blessing is made available to “all the families of the earth” (12:3) who were dispersed in
chs. 10 and 11. This means that even those originally outside can be included if they adopt a
certain posture toward God’s chosen medium of blessing. This is the divine strategy by which
God will accomplish his goal.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
As with every biblical book, we should ask: What does Genesis, when read from the heart of the
Church, contribute to our understanding of the Triune God and the message of Christ and the gospel?
How does it inform Christian faith? A few examples:

3.1.

Genesis is prophetic from the very first word “In the beginning” (bere’shît)—i.e., the beginning of the
story which the rest of Scripture will unfold and bring to its goal “in the end” (be’aharît), in a new
heavens and a new earth (Rev 21-22).
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3.2.

According to Genesis, we should read the story of salvation in the context of this story that begins with
Creation and culminates in New Creation, i.e., the gospel is the “good news” of how God reclaims,
restores, and renews all that went wrong in the initial Creation.

3.3.

Genesis 1 foreshadows John 1 (many connections and echoes), leaving no doubt that the creative word
of Genesis 1 anticipates the Incarnate Word of John 1, as if to say that in him and through him will the
vision of Creation finally be realized in the New Creation.

3.4.

Genesis 1-11 supplies the foundations to such concepts and institutions as the Trinity, the Sabbath,
marriage and family, sin, covenant, faith, salvation, worship, wisdom, kingship, mission, . . . The entire
theo-drama that unfolds to the end of Revelation begins here.

3.5.

We inhabit the story and make it our own when we accept the terms of the theo-drama God is directing
—when we embrace our calling as image-bearers, when we consent to living in the Creator’s world on
his terms of what is good and not good rather than our own, when we submit in faith and love to the
mission of making a name for God upon the earth rather than a name for ourselves. This is, after all, the
Creator’s world into which we have been invited to live and move and have our being.

EXODUS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Exodus continues the storyline from Genesis without interruption. It tells the story of how God
frees a people to become his own, instructs them on how they are to live, and prepares them to be a
liturgical community where he himself comes to dwell. If Genesis 12-50 focused on the election of
God’s covenant people Israel, Exodus will focus on their ongoing preservation and on God’s provisions
whereby this covenant people can fulfill their mission in God’s blessing-plan for the world.

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Exodus

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

2.2.

I.

THE EXODUS—GOD’S REDEMPTION OF HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR REMOVAL TO
SINAI: ISRAEL’S DESTINY PRESERVED, 1:1–18:27

II.

THE COVENANT—GOD’S REVELATION TO HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR RECEPTION OF
TORAH: ISRAEL’S VOCATION DEFINED, 19:1–24:18

III.

THE TABERNACLE—GOD’S RESIDENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR READINESS
FOR WORSHIP: ISRAEL’S SANCTUARY PREPARED, 25:1–40:38

What it says: The message conveyed
a.

To follow the flow of the outline is to grasp the message of Exodus.

b.

A few key passages that get to the heart of the book:
•

2:23–3:15—The glory of God’s name

•

12:1–13:16—The LORD’s Passover
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•

19:3-6—Israel’s Covenant Vocation

•

20:1-17—The Ten Commandments

•

25:1–40:38—The Tabernacle: Instruction, “Destruction,” Construction

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

3.1.

As in the case of Genesis, it is virtually impossible to overstate the significance of Exodus to an
understanding of the rest of the Bible and of Christian faith. Here lie informing chapters in the story of
redemption, the Passover and its prefiguration of the Eucharist, the Decalogue, the Mosaic Covenant,
the Tabernacle presence of God foreshadowing Jesus’ dwelling with us as the incarnate Son.

3.2.

Unsurprisingly, Exodus is one of the books the rest of the Bible refers to most often in telling the story
of Jesus, who himself sets people free from bondage, teaches them how to live, and comes to dwell
within and among those who are his. Exodus, we could say, is the Old Testament “Gospel,” and the
exodus event the Old Testament “Cross and Resurrection.”

LEVITICUS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Leviticus continues where Exodus leaves off. By the end of Exodus, we have arrived at the
point in the story where Israel has a specially designed Tabernacle for the LORD’s dwelling presence
(shekinah) with his covenant people. But what’s supposed to happen there in this holy place where God
and people reside? Leviticus answers with a twofold response: By means of holy liturgy and holy living,
God’s people will preserve God’s holy presence and promote God’s holy purposes; for by their life and
liturgy God’s people recognize the One who resides in their midst and they respond to his intention to
rule and thereby to refashion them into “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exod 19:6), so
fulfilling their calling in Creation and Covenant.

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Leviticus

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

2.2.

I.

HOLY LITURGY: REGULATIONS FOR SACRIFICE AND THE CENTRALITY OF
HOLINESS, 1:1–10:20

II.

HOLY LIVING: REQUIREMENTS OF LORDSHIP AND THE PRACTICE OF HOLINESS,
11:1–27:34

What it says: The message conveyed
a.

Leviticus talks about YHWH/God.
•

The word of YHWH: Revelation

•

The holiness of YHWH: Removal
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b.

c.

d.

3.

•

The grace of YHWH: Redemption

•

The presence of YHWH: Residence

•

The lordship of YHWH: Rulership

Leviticus talks about worship.

•

The object of worship: God

•

The objective in worship: God-pleasing

•

The offerings of worship: God-befitting

•

The offerer of worship: God-reflecting

Leviticus talks about sacrifice.
•

An expression of worship

•

An expiation of sin (and cleansing of uncleanness)

•

An experience of fellowship

Leviticus talks about holiness.
•

To be holy is to be like God.

•

Holiness in Leviticus is all-encompassing; it touches every area of life—public and
private, formal and informal. Its dimensions are spatial (the place of worship), ritual
(the provisions for worship), temporal (the periods or appointed times of worship),
priestly (the priests or facilitators in worship), and personal (the people of worship).

•

Holiness in Leviticus is motivated by acknowledgment (“because I [YHWH] am
holy”—e.g., 19:2; 20:7, 26 ), gratitude (“because I brought you out of Egypt”— e.g.,
11:44-45; 22:31-33; 26:13), and consequences (because of the resultant “blessings” and
“curses”—e.g., ch. 26).

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
In Leviticus we learn about worship that delights God’s heart, not merely our own. Here we
learn about how costly sin is, and how determined God is to forgive. Here we learn about being distinct
or holy as God’s people, and why it is important for those who belong to the Lord to live like it. Here we
first hear the command that became a centerpiece in Jesus’ teaching: “Love your neighbor as yourself”
(19:18, 34). We need Leviticus—to know God well; to appreciate Jesus, God’s perfect Lamb, who
fulfills what Leviticus requires; and to live and love and worship as God desires.
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NUMBERS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Numbers continues where Leviticus ends; but the focus now shifts to how this covenant people
—whom God has redeemed from bondage, to whom God has revealed his will, among whom God has
chosen to reside in holy presence—will proceed from Mount Sinai into the life God has called them to
live. Specifically, Numbers tells the story of how God’s people refused to take possession of the land
God had promised, and of God’s response to their unbelief and disobedience which resulted in their
wandering in the wilderness for nearly forty years. It’s a story of covenant faithfulness (on God’s part)
and unfaithfulness (on his people’s part).

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Numbers

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

THE FIRST GENERATION: DISASTER IN THE DESERT, 1:1–25:18

II.

THE SECOND GENERATION: PROSPECT OF THE PROMISED LAND, 26:1–36:13

2.2.

What it says: The message conveyed
Numbers is really a story about how the wheels come off when God’s people fail to trust and
obey, when they try to go it on their own, assuming they know better than God. In Numbers, just about
everyone fails, even Moses, the servant of the LORD. Whining against God and his chosen leaders
becomes the national pastime; and a generation dies in the desert because of their rebellion. Despite all
of that, God remains faithful to his covenant. He will fulfill his covenant promises—blessing on those
who trust and obey, forfeiture of blessing by those who rebel.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Christians might get a pass for speeding through this part of the Bible or skipping it altogether
were it not for the fact that Numbers is our story, too. Reading it is kind of like looking in a mirror and
seeing our own tendencies to trust ourselves more than God, and to do our own thing rather than his. It’s
not the most pleasant mirror in which to look; but if we fail to learn from Israel’s mistakes, we could
end up repeating them.
“Christians can find great profit in the study of this book. They will find in it valuable
correctives for over-familiarity with almighty God. They will gain new appreciation for the dimensions of
the gulf that God’s grace has bridged in Jesus Christ. They will become more sensitive to their own great
professions and little trust. They will rejoice in the consistency of God’s purpose to bless those who will
in the slightest degree permit Him to do so. They will be strengthened to believe God for deliverance
from situations beyond their control. They will be encouraged to press on from the vagaries of a ‘desert’
existence to that Christian rest that is the inheritance of every Christian, if he will but possess it”
(Oswalt).
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DEUTERONOMY
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
It’s been called “the gospel of Moses,” “the heartbeat of the Old Testament,” and “the most
important book in the Bible”—big praise for a book with a big title! Deuteronomy is a review and
retelling of some of the main teachings and events of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, with a forward
view—a kind of retrospect and prospect. It consists in a series of three passionate farewell addresses by
Moses to a new generation of Israelites (the generation of the second census in Numbers) as they stand
ready to enter and to take possession of the Promised Land. Focusing on what God has done, what God
desires, and what God promises to the faithful, Moses’ aim is to urge his listeners to love and to obey the
LORD completely, with their total being, as the way of experiencing what God calls “the good life.”

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Deuteronomy

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

2.2.

I.

INTRODUCTION: PRELUDE TO MOSES’ EXPOSITION, 1:1-5

II.

RECAPITULATION OF EARLIER NARRATIVES: WHAT GOD HAS DONE, 1:6–3:29

III.

RECAPITULATION OF THE TORAH: WHAT GOD REQUIRES, 4:1–28:68

IV.

EPILOGUE: WHAT GOD PROMISES—THE “NEW COVENANT,” 29:1–34:12

What it says: The message conveyed
Deuteronomy is an appeal for God’s people to remember God’s gracious redemption and
faithfulness in the past, and of the importance of their loving, trusting, and obeying God in the future,
including serious consequences if they refuse (like the exodus generation in Numbers). It is a solemn
call to radical love and obedience of the one true God, with “blessings” spelled out for those who
respond to that call and “curses” for those who rebel.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Focusing on what God has done, what God desires, and what God promises, Moses’ aim is to
urge his listeners to love and obey the LORD completely, with their total being, as the way of
experiencing what God calls “the good life.” It makes sense then that Jesus quoted Deuteronomy when
he explained that the first and greatest commandment is to love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might. Better than any other book in the Bible, Deuteronomy
fleshes out what that love looks like and why it sums up all of God’s commandments.

4.

Books of the Bible Drill

