
CREATION TO NEW CREATION:
JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION

CC 100: THE WHOLE IN ONE
(THE WHOLE BIBLE IN ONE QUARTER)

Session 3

COVENANT
PART 1: THE ABRAHAMIC AND MOSAIC COVENANTS

Genesis 12-50, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

0. Introduction: The Concept of Covenant

0.1. Definition: A biblical covenant is a divine-human bond predicated on the faithfulness of God’s promises
and man’s obedience, by which God’s program moves forward toward its goal.

0.2. Covenant as a Rubric for the Old Testament Story from Genesis 12 through Malachi

Creation (Gen 1-2)   ̶>  Corruption (Gen 3-11)   ̶>  Covenant (Gen 12–Malachi)

The concept of covenant begins to emerge as early as Adam and Noah. From Abra[ha]m onward,
however, it becomes the programmatic structure on which the remainder of the Old Testament is built.
God’s covenant program defines the way in which Creation, now fallen and corrupted by sin, will be
redeemed and restored. Its contours revolve around a series of covenants worked out in connection with
specially chosen individuals (Abraham, Moses, David) and a specially chosen people (Israel), through
whom God moves unwaveringly toward the goal of restoring his Creation and his creatures to the
blessed harmony intended in the beginning. God’s answer to the cosmic effects of sin will come through
a promised redeemer who will renew* his broken and disordered Creation.

0.3. Part 1 of this covenant program will revolve around the so-called Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants. We
are introduced to the Abrahamic Covenant, which outlines the provisions (the what) of God’s covenant 
program, in Genesis 12. The Mosaic Covenant, which delineates the prescriptions for the fulfillment of 
the Abrahamic Covenant (the how), covers much of the material in Exodus through Deuteronomy. We 
should not view these Covenants as ending with Deuteronomy; in fact, all the episodes that follow, all 
the way to the end of the Old Testament, are related to one or more aspects of the Abrahamic and Mosaic
Covenants. The rest of the Old Testament unfolds the theo-drama of God’s commitment to make good 
on his promises to and through Abram/Abraham, and of his people’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the
divine stipulations given through Moses for its fulfillment.

Great Nation   ̶>  The Mosaic Covenant “creates” Israel into a nation who will possess the
Promised Land.

Great Name   ̶>  The Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7; 1 Chron 17) installs David as king, with a
great name and an everlasting throne.

Universal Blessing   ̶>  The New Covenant (Jer 31) opens blessing to be poured out on all
through the Spirit and the messianic “seed” of Abraham (cf. Matt 1:1; Acts 3:25-26; Gal
3:14, 16).
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0.4. From this discussion it should be apparent why we propose a fourfold structure for sessions 3-6 in our
course:

COVENANT
Part I: Abrahamic and Mosaic

Covenants

Gen 12–Deut 34
(Gen, Exod, Lev, Num, Deut)

COVENANT
Part II: Davidic Covenant and the

Kingdom

Josh, Judg, Ruth, 1-2 Sam, 1-2 Kgs,
1-2 Chron, Ezra, Neh, Tob, Jdt, Esth, 1-2 Macc

COVENANT
Part III: Psalms and Wisdom for Life

in the Covenant
Job, Pss, Prov, Eccl, Song, Wis, Sir

COVENANT
Part IV: The Prophets, the New

Covenant, and the Awaited Son-King

Isa, Jer, Lam, Bar, Ezek, Dan, 
The Twelve (Hos-Mal)

0.5. The divine call of Abram/Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) marks a new stage in God’s relationship with
humanity: YHWH vests his cosmic plan (universal blessing on a world full of God’s glory) in his own
detailed promises and in the obedient faith of Abraham and his family-to-be. God’s call on Abraham, we
could say, marks the new beginning of God’s restoration of humankind and Creation. Abraham is a kind
of new Adam, as was Noah before. It will be through Abraham that blessing is made available to “all the
families of the earth” (12:3) who were dispersed in chs. 10 and 11. This means that even those who
begin life outside the covenant will be included if they adopt a certain posture toward God’s chosen
means of blessing. This is the divine strategy by which God will accomplish his goal.

GENESIS

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Genesis begins the story that centers in and leads to Christ. After its opening Prologue (1:1–2:3),

chs. 2:4-11:32 unfold in five toledot panels (toledot is the Hebrew word ‘the further account of’, ‘what
became of’, ‘the ongoing story of’). This is one of many indicators that the earliest parts of the biblical
story are going somewhere, in such a way as to keep readers looking forward and on the edge of their
seats, ever wondering where it might be going and how it’s going to get there. The second part of
Genesis (chs. 12-50) continues from the first part, by advancing the themes introduced there, notably,
God’s plan to bring blessing to the world and God’s determination to do so through a “seed.” But the
story now unfolds around key patriarchal figures. In other words, chs. 12-50 do not function merely to
trace the origins of Israel; they tell the story of Abraham and his offspring as God’s answer to the
problems of humankind set out in chs. 3-11. The God of CREATION will redeem and restore his
CORRUPTED CREATION through a COVENANT  program with a specific person (Abraham) and a
certain people (Israel).

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Genesis 12-50

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know (see Session 2 handout)

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
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II. ABRAHAMIC COVENANT: THE RESTORATION OF GOD’S UNIVERSAL BLESSING
PLAN, 11:27–50:26
Prologue. The Descendants of Terah 11:27-32
The Story from Terah / Abra[ha]m to Jacob / Joseph in Five Tôledôt Sections [11:27]–50:26
A. The Account Toledot of Terah: The Abraham and Lot Narratives [11:27]–25:11
B.  The Account Toledot of Ishmael 25:12-18
C. The Account Toledot of Isaac: The Isaac and Jacob Narratives 25:19– 35:29
D. The Account Toledot of Esau Edom 36:1–37:1
E. The Account Toledot of Jacob: The Jacob and Joseph Narratives 37:2– 50:26

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed

a. The “nations” (‘gentiles’) were never not also the object of God’s love and affection and desire.

b. So Jacob, what’s in a name?: Creating, naming, and figuring Jacob-Israel (Gen 32:22-32)

• ‘Jacob’ - deceiver

• ‘Israel’ - contends with God

• ‘Typology’ - similarities between two or more distinct historical events (e.g., Passover
and Eucharist; Isaac and Jesus); texts which are written/constructed in order to indicate
such similarities

• ‘Figuration’ - the shaping of one historical reality into the form of something else (e.g.,
the historical event of the Passover as a figure of the Eucharist; the historical event of
the Binding of Isaac as a figure of Christ’s Passion)

c. Genesis concludes with Jacob-Israel’s descent into Egypt (Gen 46-50)

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own [addressed at end of session]

EXODUS

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Exodus picks up the storyline where Genesis leaves off. It continues without interruption (it

actually begins with the word ‘And’!), telling the story of how God frees a people to become his own,
instructs them on how they are to live, and prepares them to be a community where he himself comes to
dwell. Exodus is one of the Bible’s richest books on getting to know the living God who saves. It’s also
one of the books the rest of Scripture refers to most often in telling the story of Jesus, who himself sets
people free from bondage, teaches them how to live, and comes to dwell within those who are his.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Exodus

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Hebrew tradition—we’eleh shemot (tAmv. hL,aew>, “And these are the names . . .”).
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b. In Christian tradition—from Greek ἔξοδος (“expedition, procession, departure”; literally ‘ex’ - 
out from, ‘hodos’ - way, path, journey).

c. Why is this important to know?

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE EXODUS–GOD’S REDEMPTION OF HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR REMOVAL TO
SINAI: ISRAEL’S DESTINY PRESERVED, 1:1–18:27
A. The Oppression of Israel in Egypt, 1:1-22
B. The Deliverer of Israel from Egypt, 2:1–7:5
C. The Deliverance of Israel from Egypt, 7:6–15:21
D. The Lord’s Provision and Protection in Israel’s Journey to Sinai, 15:22–18:27

II. THE COVENANT–GOD’S REVELATION TO HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR RECEPTION OF
TORAH: ISRAEL’S VOCATION DEFINED, 19:1–24:18
A. The Introduction to the Covenant, 19:1-25
B. The “Ten Words” of the Covenant, and the People Respond, 20:1-21
C. The “Book of the Covenant”: Detailed Stipulations, 20:22–23:33
D. The Ratification of the Covenant, 24:1-18

III. THE TABERNACLE–GOD RESIDENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE AND THEIR READINESS
FOR WORSHIP: ISRAEL’S SANCTUARY PREPARED, 25:1– 40:38
A. Tabernacle Instruction: Plans for the Sanctuary and Its Service, 25:1–31:18
B. Tabernacle Destruction: Threat to the Sanctuary and Its Service, 32:1–34:35
C. Tabernacle Construction: Completion of the Sanctuary and Its Awaited Service, 35:1–

40:38

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed

a. ‘The god’ reveals his actual name and what it means (Exod 3:-6-15//6:1-8).

b. God baptizes his people (Exod 13:17-31//Gen 6-8//1 Pet 3:18-22) . . . and resurrects his Son.

c. God asks a question: ‘Manna?’ (Exod 16)

d. The Sermon on the Mount(ain): God gives the law (Exod 19:16-24:8)

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

a. What do Genesis 1:1, John 1:1-3, Acts 17:28, Colossians 1:16-17 all have in common?

b. The Form of Christ and the Shape of the World’s Story

• The value of the Old Testament is not principally to give us the historical background to
a later, more important development. It’s not, for example, “all about Jesus” in the sense
that it organizes the story it tells according to a future character it merely anticipates.

• The Old Testament is always revealing right now what God is up to with his creation,
and how he is gathering it up into the story of his life—God’s life—to participate in the
love of the Trinity: you, me, and the very good world he made.
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• So we read about Israel to learn about Jesus the Israelite, and we read about Jesus the
Israelite to learn about the significance of God’s firstborn son, Israel, and how God’s
way of acting in regard to them reveals something about the future of the world.

LEVITICUS

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Leviticus continues where Exodus leaves off. By the end of Exodus, we have arrived at the point

in the story where Israel has a specially designed Tabernacle for the LORD’s dwelling presence
(shekinah) with his covenant people. But what’s supposed to happen there in this holy place where God
and people reside? Leviticus answers with a twofold response: By means of holy liturgy and holy living,
God’s people will preserve God’s holy presence and promote God’s holy purposes; for by their life and
liturgy God’s people recognize the One who resides in their midst and they respond to his intention to
rule and thereby to refashion them into “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exod 19:6), so
fulfilling their calling in Creation and Covenant.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Leviticus

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Hebrew tradition–Wayyiqra’, “Then he called”

b. In Christian tradition–Leviticus, “pertaining to the Levites”

c. Why is this important to know?

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. HOLY LITURGY: REGULATIONS FOR SACRIFICE AND THE CENTRALITY OF 
HOLINESS, 1:1–10:20

II. HOLY LIVING: REQUIREMENTS OF LORDSHIP AND THE PRACTICE OF HOLINESS, 
11:1–27:34

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed

a. Leviticus talks about YHWH/God.

• The word of YHWH: Revelation

• The holiness of YHWH: Removal

• The grace of YHWH: Redemption

• The presence of YHWH: Residence

• The lordship of YHWH: Rulership

b. Leviticus talks about worship.
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• The object of worship: God

• The objective in worship: God-pleasing

• The offerings of worship: God-befitting

• The offerer of worship: God-reflecting

c. Leviticus talks about sacrifice.

• An expression of worship

• An expiation of sin (and cleansing of uncleanness)

• An experience of fellowship

d. Leviticus talks about holiness.

• To be holy is to be like God.

• Holiness in Leviticus is all-encompassing; it touches every area of life–public and
private, formal and informal. Its dimensions are spatial (the place of worship), ritual (the
provisions for worship), temporal (the periods or appointed times of worship), priestly
(the priests or facilitators in worship), and personal (the people of worship).

• Holiness in Leviticus is motivated by acknowledgment (“because I [YHWH] am holy”–
e.g., 19:2; 20:7, 26 ), gratitude (“because I brought you out of Egypt”– e.g., 11:44-45;
22:31-33; 26:13), and consequences (because of the resultant “blessings” and “curses”–
e.g., ch. 26).

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
In Leviticus we learn about worship that delights God’s heart, not merely our own. Here we

learn about how costly sin is, and how determined God is to forgive. Here we learn about being distinct
or holy as God’s people, and why it is important for those who belong to the Lord to live like it. Here we
first hear the command that became a centerpiece in Jesus’ teaching: “Love your neighbor as yourself”
(19:18, 34). We need Leviticus–to know God well; to appreciate Jesus, God’s perfect Lamb, who fulfills
what Leviticus requires; and to live and love and worship as God desires.

NUMBERS

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Numbers continues where Leviticus ends; but the focus now shifts to how this covenant people–

whom God has redeemed from bondage, to whom God has revealed his will, among whom God has
chosen to reside in holy presence–will proceed from Mount Sinai into the life God has called them to
live. Specifically, Numbers tells the story of how God’s people refused to take possession of the land
God had promised, and of God’s response to their unbelief and disobedience which resulted in their
wandering in the wilderness for nearly forty years. It’s a story of covenant faithfulness (on God’s part)
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and unfaithfulness (on his people’s part).

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Numbers

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Hebrew tradition–Waydabber, “And [the LORD] spoke,” or Bemidbar, “In the wilderness”

b. In Christian tradition–Numbers, because of the various numerical data contained in the 
book, especially the two census accounts

c. Why is this important to know?

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. STORY OF THE FIRST GENERATION: DISASTER IN THE DESERT, 1:1–25:18

II. STORY OF THE SECOND GENERATION: PROSPECT OF THE PROMISED LAND,
26:1–36:13

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
Numbers is really a story about how the wheels come off when God’s people fail to trust and

obey, when they try to go it on their own, assuming they know better than God. In Numbers, just about
everyone fails, even Moses, the servant of the LORD. Whining against God and his chosen leaders
becomes the national pastime; and a generation dies in the desert because of their rebellion. Despite all
of that, God remains faithful to his covenant. He will fulfill his covenant promises–blessing on those
who trust and obey, forfeiture of blessing by those who rebel.

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Christians might get a pass for speeding through this part of the Bible or skipping it altogether

were it not for the fact that Numbers is our story, too. Reading it is kind of like looking in a mirror and
seeing our own tendencies to trust ourselves more than God, and to do our own thing rather than his. It’s
not the most pleasant mirror in which to look; but if we fail to learn from Israel’s mistakes, we could end
up repeating them.

“Christians can find great profit in the study of this book. They will find in it valuable correctives for
over-familiarity with almighty God. They will gain new appreciation for the dimensions of the gulf that God’s
grace has bridged in Jesus Christ. They will become more sensitive to their own great professions and little trust.
They will rejoice in the consistency of God’s purpose to bless those who will in the slightest degree permit Him to
do so. They will be strengthened to believe God for deliverance from situations beyond their control. They will be
encouraged to press on from the vagaries of a ‘desert’ existence to that Christian rest that is the inheritance of every
Christian, if he will but possess it” (Oswalt).

DEUTERONOMY

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
It’s been called “the gospel of Moses,” “the heartbeat of the Old Testament,” and “the most

important book in the Bible”–big praise for a book with a big title! Deuteronomy is a review
and retelling of some of the main teachings and events of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, with a
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forward view–a kind of retrospect and prospect. It consists in a series of three passionate farewell
addresses by Moses to a new generation of Israelites (the generation of the second census in Numbers)
as they stand ready to enter and to take possession of the Promised Land. Focusing on what God has
done, what God desires, and what God promises to the faithful, Moses’ aim is to urge his listeners to
love and to obey the LORD completely, with their total being, as the way of experiencing what God
calls “the good life.” 

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Deuteronomy

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Hebrew tradition–’Elleh Haddebarim, “These are the words”

b. In Christian tradition–Deuteronomy, from Greek Deuterono,mion, “second law” or 
“repetition of the law”

c. Why is this important to know?

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. INTRODUCTION: PRELUDE TO MOSES’ EXPOSITION, 1:1-5

II. INTERPRETIVE RECAPITULATION OF EARLIER NARRATIVES: WHAT GOD HAS 
DONE, 1:6–3:29

III. INTERPRETIVE RECAPITULATION OF THE TORAH: WHAT GOD REQUIRES,
4:1–28:68

IV. EPILOGUE. LAST THINGS: WHAT GOD PROMISES–THE “NEW COVENANT”
29:1–34:12

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
Deuteronomy is an appeal for God’s people to remember God’s gracious redemption and

faithfulness in the past, and of the importance of their loving, trusting, and obeying God in the future,
including serious consequences if they refuse (like the exodus generation in Numbers). It is a solemn
call to radical love and obedience of the one true God, with “blessings” spelled out for those who
respond to that call and “curses” for those who rebel.

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Focusing on what God has done, what God desires, and what God promises, Moses’ aim is to urge his listeners
to love and obey the LORD completely, with their total being, as the way of experiencing what God calls “the
good life.” It makes sense then that Jesus quoted Deuteronomy when he explained that the first and greatest
commandment is to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
Better than any other book in the Bible, Deuteronomy fleshes out what that love looks like and why it sums up
all of God’s commandments.


