
CREATION TO NEW CREATION:
JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION

CC 100: THE WHOLE IN ONE
(THE WHOLE BIBLE IN ONE QUARTER)

Session 4

COVENANT
PART 2: THE DAVIDIC COVENANT AND THE KINGDOM

Joshua, Judges, Ruth,
1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah,

Tobit, Judith, Esther, 1-2 Maccabees

0. Introduction

0.1. The Biblical Storyline So Far

CREATION  ̶> CORRUPTION  ̶> COVENANT
(Gen 1-2) (Gen 3-11)      (Part 1, Gen 12–Deut 34: Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants)

    (Part 2: Josh-Macc: Davidic Covenant and the Kingdom)
0.2. Development

a. A biblical covenant is a divine-human bond predicated on the faithfulness of God’s promises and
man’s obedience, by which God’s mission moves forward toward its goal.

b. The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12ff.) is God’s response to the Corruption of Creation. It outlines
the provisions (the what) of God’s covenant program. The Mosaic Covenant (Exod 19ff.) 
explains the prescriptions for the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant (the how). The rest of 
the Old Testament unfolds the theo-drama of God’s commitment to keep his promises to and 
through Abraham, and Israel’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the divine stipulations given 
through Moses for the covenant’s fulfillment.

c. If the Abrahamic Covenant outlines the provisions of God’s covenant program and the Mosaic 
Covenant explains the prescriptions for its fulfillment, the Davidic Covenant identifies the 
person (the who) of the covenant plan. The books of Joshua through Maccabees, often referred 
to as the “Historical Books,” do a lot more than simply recount a long stretch in the history of 
Israel, in a kind of factual narration of the events extending over the next 1200 or so years. 
Rather, these books tell the story of how God’s covenant promises come to focus on a special 
son-king by the name of David, who himself will have a Son who will be the King of Israel and 
of all the nations in a universal Kingdom of God. This part of the unfolding covenant theo-drama
comes to its sharpest revelation in the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7. Everything in the story 
leading up to that climactic passage points the way toward David, and everything following on 
from that passage—all the way through Maccabees—recounts what becomes of David and his 
kingdom. These books tell the story of Israel and the world—really, of God’s mission toward the
cosmos—“in the key of David.”

d. In sum, the “Historical Books” will focus and clarify the essential message of the Abrahamic 
and Mosaic Covenants by recounting how, as a consequence of their covenant violation 
(disobedience and rebellion), Israel forfeited the promised blessing, incurred the judgment of 
God, and was exiled from the land. But they also clarify how God’s faithfulness to his inviolable
covenant promise will ultimately succeed through a Davidic Son-King yet to emerge by way of 
a remnant of Israel.
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e. New Vocabulary Review:

‘Typology’ - similarities between two or more distinct historical events (e.g., Passover and 
Eucharist; Isaac and Jesus); texts which are written/constructed in order to indicate such 
similarities

‘Figuration’ - the shaping of one historical reality into the form of something else (e.g., the 
historical event of the Passover as a figure of the Eucharist; the historical event of the Binding 
of Isaac as a figure of Christ’s Passion)

JOSHUA

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

1.1. Literary velcro: ‘And so it was, after the death of Moses . . .’

1.2. The book of Joshua continues where Deuteronomy ends. In Deuteronomy, God calls his people to love 
and obey him with all their heart; in Joshua we see what happens when they do, and when they don’t. It’s
all part of a further development in God’s covenant program leading up arguably to the key figure in the 
Old Testament—David.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Joshua

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. Named after the leading figure in the book.

b. ‘Joshua’ = “YHWH saves” (pronounced yeh-ho-shoo-ah: the Hebrew version of ‘Jesus’)

c. In Greek, ‘Joshua’ and ‘Jesus’ are spelled the same: Iēsous.

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. CROSSING INTO THE PROMISED LAND, 1:1–4:24

II. TAKING THE PROMISED LAND, 5:1–12:24

III. REDISTRIBUTING THE PROMISED LAND, 13:1–21:45

IV. SERVING THE LORD IN THE PROMISED LAND, 22:1–24:33

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
There’s a great deal of variety and action packed into this book—military exploits, a prostitute 

who devotes herself to the LORD and saves herself and her family, city walls which crumble at God’s 
command, and a gutsy man who stands up and says, “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.” But mainly in Joshua we see the contrast between total devotion and compromise, between 
courage and cowardliness, between hanging in and wimping out when the going gets tough. God knows 
we all need encouragement to put one foot in front of the other, on the right path. That’s one reason why 
he gave us  Joshua. [encouragement – 1:1-9; charge – 24:14-15]
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3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

Christian Tradition reads the story of Joshua with reference to Christ and the Church. Joshua is figured 
into the form of Jesus as the captain of the covenant people. Not only does he bear the name of the Savior 
in advance . . . but he triumphs over the enemies of God’s people and leads them safely into their blessed 
inheritance. The Promised Land of Canaan has layers of spiritual significance. In one sense, Canaan is a 
figure of the world that is conquered by Christ leading and directing the missionary efforts of the Church. 
Battles for conversion are fought and won, not with the physical implements of war, but with the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. In another sense, Canaan is the soul of the believer that is captured 
and claimed by Jesus. As the new Joshua, he drives from it, not a host of wicked nations, but a host of sins
and vices that drag us away from the Lord. Figurally, again, Canaan is our heavenly homeland. There the 
saints find rest from the grueling wilderness of this world and enjoy forever the milk and honey of eternal 
happiness (CCC 117).1

Lastly, the movement of the Israelites led by Joshua from the wilderness over the Jordan into Canaan is 
figured in the form of Christ on Holy Saturday, gathering all the waiting souls—from Adam to the thief 
on the cross—and leading them from Hades “over the Jordan” of a formerly uncrossable chasm to 
Heaven, whose gate Christ unlocks for the first time.

JUDGES

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

Judges continues where Joshua ends, with the death of Joshua. ‘And so it was, after the death of 
Joshua . . .’

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Judges

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. Named after a colorful assortment of individuals called ‘judges’ who led Israel following 
Joshua’s death until the rise of the monarchy under Samuel.

b. Directs the reader to the main content—a season in the life of God’s people with a distinctive 
character to it. Also begins to shape the reader’s understanding about what judgement means, 
and raises questions about the theological significance—the “God’s eye-view” significance—of 
justice and judgement.

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE TWOFOLD PROLOGUE/INTRODUCTION: IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS NO 
JOSHUA IN ISRAEL, 1:1–3:6
A. Fighting and Smiting, and the Canaanites Remain: Summary of the Conquest in Post-

Joshua Israel, 1:1–2:5
B. Serving God or Serving Baal? Summary of the Apostasy in Post-Joshua Israel: A 

Programmatic Introduction, 2:6–3:6

1 Paraphrased from Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch, The Book of Joshua (Ignatius Catholic Study Bible; San Francisco: 
Ignatius Press, 2017), 15.
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II. ISRAEL’S APOSTASY AND GOD’S DELIVERERS: IN THOSE DAYS THERE WERE 
JUDGES IN ISRAEL, 3:7–16:31
A. The First Set of Judges, 3:7–5:31
B. The Second Set of Judges, 6:1–16:31

III. THE TWOFOLD EPILOGUE/CONCLUSION: IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS NO KING IN 
ISRAEL, 17:1–21:25
A. Micah and the Danites: The Unfaithful Levite, 17:1–18:31
B. The Benjaminite Outrage: The Levite, His Concubine, and an All-out Civil War, 19:1–

21:25 

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
The book of Judges reads like a Shakespearean tragedy about the history of God’s people; for 

despite their promise to love and obey the LORD, they in fact abandoned him and began to worship 
other gods. Judges recounts what happened: a leader dies, the people defect, God disciplines, the people 
despair, God delivers through a new leader, the new leader dies, and the dreary cycle continues—about 
six times over! Now, some of the stories in Judges are downright chilling, the stuff nightmares are made 
of; and readers might wonder, understandably, why such things have to show up in the Bible. Answer: 
To illustrate what happens when people have no king but themselves, when everyone does what is right 
in his or her own eyes. In this way, Judges helps us look to King Jesus, who alone can lead us to do what
is right in God’s eyes. [2:6–3:6 and the 4x refrain in 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25]

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

The Book of Judges is never quoted directly in NT, though there are other ways the NT refers to or recalls 
Judges. For instance, Samson (Jdg 13:2-5, Mano’ah’s wife barren, conceive and bear a son, no wine or 
strong drink//Lk 1:5-15, Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth barren, will bear a son, no wine or strong drink, *will 
turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God*). Likewise, the words of Deborah that extol the 
heroine Jael are nearly the same words that Elizabeth uses to praise Mary, the mother of Jesus (Jdg 5:24, 
Deborah to Jael: “most blessed among women be Jael”//Lk 1:42, Elizabeth to Mary: “Blessed are you 
among women”). Christian faith sees the judges as figures of the messianic Judge to come, Jesus Christ. 
For all these figures, acting as saviors and deliverers, are raised up by the mercy of God to fight off the 
enemies of God and to restore peace to the People of God. Morally, the account of Israel struggling to 
break the cycle of sin and repentance may be said to dramatize the recurring struggles of the Christian 
spiritual life, where lessons of faith and obedience are often learned by the humbling experience of failure 
and forgiveness.2

RUTH

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

In the days of the Judges, another famine and another sojourn—not to Egypt this time (like Jacob and his
family), but to Moab.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Ruth

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. Named after the leading figure in the book.

2 Paraphrased from Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch, Judges and Ruth (Ignatius Catholic Study Bible; San Francisco: Ignatius
Press, 2015), 15.
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b. First book named after a woman. Directs reader to consider the major role Ruth 
plays in the storyline of the David, and ultimately of Jesus the Christ (cf. Matt 1:5).

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE STAGE IS SET: A CALAMITOUS SOJOURN IN MOAB, 1:1-5

II. SCENE ONE: WEEPING TRAVELERS ON THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM, 1:6-22

III. SCENE TWO: A CHANCE ENCOUNTER, AND THE SURPRISE OF GRACE, 2:1-23

IV. SCENE THREE: A NIGHTTIME INCIDENT, AND THE PLOT THICKENS, 3:1-18

V. SCENE FOUR: A COURT PROCEEDING, AND THE ULTIMATE WONDER, 4:1-22

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
During the tragic period of the Judges, another story was unfolding—a story of love and 

devotion, of grace and commitment—like a brilliant gem displayed against a dark cloth. It’s the story of 
Ruth, the no-ordinary Moabitess (cf. Gen 19) who comes to faith in Israel’s God, lives the way a faithful 
believer should, marries an upstanding man from Bethlehem, gives birth to a baby boy, and ends up in 
the family line of King David, indeed, King Jesus! But this is more than a charming she-got-married-
and-lived-happily-ever-after romance. The Ruth story illustrates how God sometimes works in quiet 
ways, behind the scenes and in the shadows, accomplishing a breathtaking plan through the everyday 
lives of ordinary people who simply go about making it their business to live faithfully. This is the story 
of a most unlikely means to a most glorious end—another chapter in the story of Jesus, with a life-
changing message for us all.

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

The significance of the Book of Ruth is apparent from the opening lines of the New Testament, where we learn that
Boaz and Ruth are not only ancestors of . . . King David but distant relatives of his later, greater Son, Jesus Christ 
(Matt 1:1-16). Beyond this, Christian faith sees in Ruth an example of Gentile conversion. She, though a Moabite, 
made a conscious decision to leave behind her people and her gods and find refuge under the wings of the God of 
Israel (2:11-12). Her willingness to abandon the past and adopt the ways of the covenant people is summed up in 
her pledge of loyalty to Naomi: “Entreat me not to leave you or to return from following you; for where you go I 
will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God” (1:16). In this 
respect Ruth anticipates the faith of Gentiles who will flock to the one true . . . (1 Thess 1:9).3

1-2 SAMUEL

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
This large book in two parts continues where Judges and Ruth leave off. In Judges everyone was

doing what seemed right in his own eyes, and God’s people desperately needed a king who could lead 
them to do what was right in God’s eyes. Will the awaited Messiah-figure— in and through whom the 
promises to Abraham will come to full flower—show up in the books of Samuel? Might it possibly be 
the “David” introduced at the end of Ruth? We have to keep on reading.

3 Paraphrased from Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch, Judges and Ruth (Ignatius Catholic Study Bible; San Francisco: Ignatius
Press, 2015), 58-59.
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2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in 1-2 Samuel

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE ROLE OF SAMUEL—PROPHET, PRIEST, AND JUDGE, 1 Sam 1:1–7:17

II. THE RISE, RULE, AND DEMISE OF SAUL, 1 Sam 8:1–15:35

III. THE RISE, RULE, AND DEMISE OF DAVID, 1 Sam 16:1–2 Sam 24:25

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
Will the awaited Messiah-figure show up in the books of Samuel? Definitely not in Israel’s first 

king, Saul, whose rise and demise tell the tragic story of a leader chosen for all the wrong reasons. Next 
comes David, whose name first showed up at the end of Ruth. He is clearly the featured figure in the 
books of Samuel. Although imperfect, David was a man after God’s heart, eager to receive the word of 
the Lord. Most important, God chose David to father the line of kings culminating one day in King 
Jesus. The books of Samuel, then, are an important chapter in the long and winding and incredibly 
fascinating story of our Lord, who is called “the son of David, the son of Abraham” in the very first 
verse of the New Testament, exactly as God promised!

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

1-2 KINGS

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
This large book in two parts continues where Samuel ends. It begins with King David’s last 

days, tells the story of the magnificent reign of his son Solomon, and explains the eventual schism that 
resulted when the ten northern tribes (Israel) seceded from the two southern tribes (Judah), and so from 
the Davidic line of kings.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in 1-2 Kings

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE STORY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM UNDER DAVID’S SON SOLOMON, 1 
Kgs 1:1–11:43

II. THE STORY OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH AND THE ABSENCE OF THE PROMISED 
DAVIDIC KING, 1 Kgs 12:1–2 Kgs 17:41

III. THE STORY OF JUDAH AND THE STILL-AWAITED DAVIDIC KING, 2 Kgs 18:1–
25:30
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2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
The books of Kings trace the downward spiral of both Israel and Judah in disobedience and 

unfaithfulness to the LORD. Kings rise and kings fall—that’s pretty much the story of 1-2 Kings. But 
readers who expect a humdrum review of dusty historical records are in for a huge surprise. Kings gives 
us God’s viewpoint—history from God’s perspective—and that makes it both incredibly interesting and 
immensely instructive! Here we witness how the various kings of Israel and Judah receive or reject the 
word of the LORD through prophets like Elijah and Elisha, and how, through it all, there remains a 
glimmer of hope, as God’s covenant plan and promises move ever closer to their long-awaited 
fulfillment in King Jesus, the anticipated Son of David, to whom the entire book unmistakably points 
and whose story it tells.

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

1-2 CHRONICLES

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Like Samuel and Kings, Chronicles is a two-volume work; but rather than continuing the story 

where the earlier two leave off, Chronicles does something different. It gives us a kind of condensed 
version of biblical history that begins with Adam, centers on David, and ends with a famous decree that 
signals the countdown to the Messiah. Chronicles, we might say, is a kind of highlights reel of the 
biblical story that centers in Jesus. Maybe that’s why the Hebrew Bible puts Chronicles at the end, 
preparing the way for Matthew to introduce the promised Son of David who actually fulfills the entire 
Old Testament story, from Genesis to Jesus.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in 1-2 Chronicles

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE GENEALOGICAL PREFACE: THE WORLD’S FAMILY TREE FROM ADAM TO 
DAVID, WITH DAVID AS THE MAIN BRANCH, 1 Chron 1:1–9:44

II. THE STORY OF DAVID AND HIS TEMPLE-ORIENTED REIGN, 1 Chron 10:1–29:30

III. THE STORY OF DAVID’S SON SOLOMON AND HIS TEMPLE-CENTERED 
REIGN, 2 Chron 1:1–9:31

IV. THE STORY OF DAVID’S OTHER DESCENDANTS AND THEIR TEMPLE-
MEASURED REIGNS: THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH DOWN TO THE EXILE, 2 Chron 
10:1–36:23

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
The Chronicler, as a biblical interpreter and theologian, is working with the scriptural story that 

begins at Creation. According to Chronicles, the world was made to be the space for God’s blessing-plan
worked out in a covenant arrangement with his people—a plan that centers in David and in the Kingdom
of his promised Son-King (2 Sam 7; 1 Chron 17). Israel’s mission is to bear witness to that truth and to 
lead the rest of the world to serve and worship the living God and thereby to receive the blessings 
promised through Abraham and his “seed” (Gen 12). To put this differently, as the Chronicler reads and 
reflects on the scriptural story from Genesis onward, all of it is idealized and will be accomplished 
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through David and his enduring dynasty which will not fail to have a Son—David’s Son and God’s Son
—through whom God will redeem and restore and rule his sin-corrupted creation.

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

3.1. Chronicles and Christ (the Messianic Hope)

3.2. Chronicles and the Church

EZRA-NEHEMIAH

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Like 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, and 1-2 Chronicles, this also is a two-part story named, in this 

instance, after its two leading characters, Ezra and Nehemiah. This part of the scriptural story has its 
setting among God’s people after their 70-year captivity in Babylon, which we read about in Kings and 
Chronicles. It recounts how, under their wise and courageous leaders, God’s people returned to 
Jerusalem, rebuilt the Temple and the city walls, and reformed their ways to obey the Lord. As such, the 
book(s) of Ezra-Nehemiah contribute some necessary pieces to the story of the Davidic Covenant and 
Kingdom, which obviously did not cease with the exile, when all hope seemed to banish.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Ezra-Nehemiah

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE RETURN OF THE EXILES AND THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE UNDER 
ZERUBBABEL, Ezra 1:1–6:22

II. THE RETURN OF THE EXILES AND THE REFORM UNDER EZRA, Ezra 7:1–10:44

III. THE RETURN OF THE EXILES AND THE REBUILDING OF THE CITY WALLS UNDER 
NEHEMIAH, Neh 1:1–6:19

IV. THE RESTORATION AND REFORMATION OF THE RETURNED EXILES UNDER EZRA 
AND NEHEMIAH, Neh 7:1–13:31

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
Whether at the heights of the Davidic kingdom, when the structures of the covenant nation are 

intact (Torah, Temple, kingship, liturgy, national identity), or in the depths of brokenness, when those 
structures are threatened by exile (Torah forgotten, Temple desecrated, kingship interrupted, liturgy 
suspended, national autonomy lost), God’s covenant promises remain secure. Despite circumstances and 
appearances, “Ezra and Nehemiah were a reminder. . . that, despite these changes, post-exilic Israel 
represented a continuous link with pre-exilic Israel. The Second Temple, although not as magnificent as 
Solomon’s, was built on the same location and used the same sacred vessels that had been taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar (cf. Ezr 5:14). The priests and ministers were descendants of the men who had held 
these offices before the exile (cf. Neh 7:39-65). These examples show once again the faithfulness of 
God, who never abandons his people and continues his plan of salvation history throughout the cultural, 
social, and political changes of the centuries” (The Didache Bible).
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3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

INTRODUCTION TO THE SO-CALLED “DEUTERO-CANONICAL BOOKS”

a. Tobit, Judith, 1-2 Maccabees, Baruch, Wisdom of Solomon (or simply Wisdom), & Sirach 
b. As well as additional portions of Esther and Daniel 

TOBIT

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings 

Amidst the mainline narrative of CREATION to NEW CREATION, the book of Tobit zooms in on a
specific individual and his family amidst the Assyrian captivity of the northern tribes of Israel (cf. 2 
Kings 15:29). 

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Tobit 

2.1.  What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. This book treats the story of an individual, Tobit. Unlike previous books whose titles bear proper 
names (Joshua, Ruth, 1-2 Samuel, Ezra, and Nehemiah), this story does not move the overarching 
COVENANT program forward. Tobit is not so much the hero of a larger story; rather, the book of 
Tobit is solely about a particular story concerning the life of a particular individual (though still 
working within the framework of God’s covenant people).  

b. The name Tobit (tobiyah) means “the LORD is [my] good” which is instructive of the story of Tobit:
the LORD is good and faithful amidst suffering and persecution. Tobit serves as a microcosm of 
God and His people Israel. 

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. INTRODUCTION OF TOBIT AND SARAH AND THEIR CRISES, 1:1-3:15

II. INTRODUCTION TO THE HERO: THE ANGEL RAPHAEL, 3:16-17

III. THE LONG JOURNEY OF RESOLUTION AND HEALING, 4:1-12:22

IV. EPILOGUE, 13:1-14:15

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

a. Tobit is a model disciple. He “walks in the way of truth and righteousness” (Tob 1:3)

b. Tobit is a story of faithfulness 

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

3.1. The Lord cares about each individual in his larger covenant program.
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3.2. How is Christ revealed in Tobit? (cf. Luke 24:27)

a. The development of a theology of redemptive suffering

b. The first time the disciplines of charity are introduced together: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
(cf. Matthew 6:1-18)

c. ! !Tobias and Sarah  a new Adam and Eve  a type of Christ and The Church

Adam Tobias
Fails to protect Eve from serpent Protects Sarah from demon Asmodeus

Says and does nothing in the face of 
serpent’s attack

Cries out to God in prayer and offers 
sacrifice in obedience

Evil spirit (serpent) triumphs Evil spirit (Asmodeus) is bound

Adam and Eve sin and suffer spiritual 
death

Tobias and Sarah pray and are saved 
from death 

Eve Sarah
Attacked by the serpent after her 
“wedding” to Adam

Attacked by a demon on her wedding 
night

Speaks with the demon; entices her to 
sin

Remains silent in the face of the demon; 
follows her husband’s lead in prayer (her 
only words: “Amen”)

Sins and dies physically Prays and is delivered from social 
“death”

Covers herself in shame at her nakedness Taken in chaste love by her bridegroom; 
sleeps peacefully with him

Wedding turned into a funeral Funeral turned into a wedding feast

JUDITH

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings 

If Tobit is not concerned with narrating the larger COVENANT program forward, Judith is even less
so. Though it still tells of God’s covenant people, the story of Judith is inconspicuous as to where 
this falls on a chronological timeline (which is indicative of its relevance to the story). If Judith is 
recounting actual events in history, it is possible that the setting is post-Babylonian exile. It could 
also be an allegorical tale that tells of a much later time under the mask of a historical event. It is 
important to note—pinpointing the events of Judith on a timeline (if even possible) does not dictate 
how it is read. 
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2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Judith 

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

This book is named after the heroine of the story, Judith, and tells of her savings acts. The name 
Judith (Yehudith) means “Jewish woman” or “Jewess.” 

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: ASSYRIA INTIMIDATES AND INVADES THE 
WEST, 1:1–7:32

II. THE STORY OF JUDITH: JUDITH DECEIVES AND DEFEATS ASSYRIA, 8:1–16:25

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

Threatened with being wiped off the face of the earth (cf. Jud 2:5-13), a faithful widow is introduced
who acts with courage to slay the commander of the enemy forces and save her people. 

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

Through centuries of Jewish history (before Christ) there had to have been countless stories of 
heroes, heroines, and miraculous stories of God’s savings acts. Why, in the Lord’s eternal wisdom, 
did this story become part of the canon of Scripture? Why Judith specifically? 

3.1. Judith reveals something about who God is and how He works.

3.2. Recall, Ja’el in the book of Judges is called “most blessed of women” (Judges 5:24).

3.3. The only other woman in the OT to receive the title “blessed above all women” is Judith (cf. Judith 
13:18). Why? She struck the head of Holofernes (head of the enemy army).

3.4. Why is this important?

a. Recall Gen 3:15—the protoevangelium

b. Who is the only woman in the New Testament given the title “blessed among women”?

c. Judith (along with Ja’el) is a type of Mary: they strike the head of the enemy 

ESTHER

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

The book of Esther tells of a period when the Persian’s were in power and the Jewish people are 
under the threat of extinction by the evil commander of the Persian forces, Haman.

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Esther 

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know
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2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan 

I. PROLOGUE, 11:2-12:6

II. ESTHER BECOMES QUEEN, 1:1-2:23
A. The Deposition of Queen Vashti, 1:1-22
B. The Coronation of Queen Esther, 2:1-18
C. Mordecai Discovers a Plot, 2:19-23

III. DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS PLANNED, 3:1-5:15 (including chaps. 13, 14, 15)
A. Destruction of the Jews Is Plotted and Decreed, 3:1-13; 13:1-7; 3:14-15
B. Mordecai Convinces Esther to Intercede, 4:1-17
C. The Prayers of Mordecai and Esther, 13:8-14:9
D. Esther Appears before the King, 15:1-16 (replaces Hebrew 5:1-2); 5:3-8
E. Haman Plans to Hang Mordecai, 5:9-14

IV. DELIVERANCE OF THE JEWS ACCOMPLISHED, 6:1-9:32 (including chap. 16)
A. The Rise of Mordecai and the Fall of Haman, 6:1-8:2
B. Esther Pleads for Her People, 8:3-12
C. Protection of the Jews is Decreed, 16:1-24; 8:13-17
D. The Enemies of the Jews are Destroyed, 9:1-15
E. The Feast of Purim, 9:16-32

V. EPILOGUE, 10:1-3; 10:4-11:1

The Additional Chapters in Greek Esther

Additional Chapters RSV2CE, Vulgate, etc. NABRE

Mordecai’s Dream Esther 11:2-12 = Esther A:1-11
Mordecai Discovers a Plot Esther 12:1-6 = Esther A:12-17
First Letter of Artaxerxes* Esther 13:1-7 = Esther B:1-7
Prayer of Mordecai Esther 13:8-18 = Esther C:1-11

Prayer of Esther Esther 14:1-19 = Esther C:12-30
Esther before the King Esther 15:1-16 = Esther D:1-16
Second Letter of Artaxerxes* Esther 16:1-24 = Esther E:1-24

Mordecai’s Dream Esther 10:4-13 = Esther F:1-10
Postscript Esther 11:1 = Esther F:11

*King Artaxerxes [the Great] (from the Greek additions) is the same person as King Ahasuerus 

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

By God’s providence, Esther becomes Queen to the Persian King and intercedes to save her people 
against the evil devices of the Persian commander, Haman. 
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3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

3.1. Even when things seem like they are “chance” the book of Esther shows God’s providence at work in all 
things. “We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called 
according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28).

3.2. Esther and Mordecai reveal God working through the poor and lowly. “[H]e has put down the mighty 
from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree” (Luke 1:52)

3.3. The prayers and works of charity (i.e., fasting) of Esther and Mordecai

1 MACCABEES

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings 

The books of 1 & 2 Maccabees are chronologically placed at the end of the historical books of the 
Old Testament canon. Sometimes they are placed after Esther (NAB) or sometimes at the end of the 
OT, after Malachi (RSV2CE). Regardless of the books’ placements in the canon, the story remains 
the same. The story of 1 & 2 Maccabees tells of God’s covenant people in the second century B.C., a
time in between the return from Babylonian exile and the birth of the Christ. 

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in 1 Maccabees  

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

The books of 1 & 2 Maccabees are named after the heroes of the story—particularly Mattathias and 
his sons Judas, Simon, and Jonathan—and tell of their attempts to free the Jewish people from 
Gentile oppression. Though we commonly use the name Maccabeus as somewhat of a surname to 
the characters, the name Maccabeus literally means “hammer” which was a nickname of Judas (1 
Mac 2:4). The story of 1 Maccabees tells primarily of the leadership of the Maccabees in the 
struggle for Jewish independence against the Seleucid emperor Antiochus IV Epiphanes and his 
successors. 

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. INTRODUCTION, 1:1–2:70
A. Alexander the Great and the Seleucid Persecution, 1:1-63
B. Mattathias and His Sons, 2:1-70

II. THE LEADERSHIP OF JUDAS MACCABEUS, 3:1–9:22

III. THE LEADERSHIP OF JONATHAN, 9:23–12:53

IV. THE LEADERSHIP OF SIMON, 13:1–16:17

V. THE REIGN OF JOHN HYRCANUS, 16:18–24

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

[See 2 Maccabees, below]
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3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

[See 2 Maccabees, below]

2 MACCABEES

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings 

[See 1 Maccabees, above]

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in 2 Maccabees 

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. [See 1 Maccabees, above]

b. It should be noted that 2 Maccabees is not a direct continuation of the story found in 1 Maccabees, 
such as 2 Samuel is to 1 Samuel. 2 Maccabees is a different but complimentary account of roughly 
the same events as 1 Maccabees. It is more concerned with a theological interpretation of the events 
found in 1 Maccabees, whereas 1 Maccabees tells the accounts in a more “matter-of-fact” manner. 

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. INTRODUCTION, 1:1–2:32
A. A Letter to the Jews in Egypt, 1:1-9
B. A Letter to Aristobulus, 1:10–2:18
C. Preface, 2:19-32

II. HELIODORUS AND THE TEMPLE TREASURY, 3:1-40

III. THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD—SIMON, JASON, AND MENELAUS, 4:1–5:27

IV. PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS, 6:1–7:42

V. THE REBELLION OF JUDAS MACCABEUS, 8:1–15:38

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

a. Though the books of the Maccabees tell their stories through different lenses, they tell of the same 
story of God’s covenant people awaiting their long-awaited Messiah. 

b. Highlight: 1 & 2 Maccabees tell of the origins of and remind the Jewish people to keep the Feast of 
Dedication, what we call Hanukkah, in remembrance of Judas Maccabeus’ successful recapture of 
Jerusalem along with the purification and rededication of the Temple. This feast was to be kept of 
the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, Chislev (=December). The feast was kept for 8 days. 

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own

How do we encounter Christ and His Church in 1-2 Maccabees?
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3.1. A development of a theology of righteous martyrdom (which finds its fulfillment in the Cross)

3.2. The Church takes on the shape of the Cross—a suffering and persecuted people

3.3. 2 Maccabees 7:22-23, 28 as support for God creating ex nihilo, “out of nothing”

3.4. Intercession for the dead; a development of purgatory (cf. 2 Mac 12:45)


