CREATION TO NEW CREATION:
JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION

CC 100: THE WHOLE IN ONE
(THE WHOLE BIBLE IN ONE QUARTER)
Session 5
PSALMS AND WISDOM FOR LIFE IN THE COVENANT
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Wisdom, Sirach

“And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights,
and no one spoke a word to him,
for they saw that his suffering was very great.” (Job 2:13)

0.

Introduction
The person on the right in the picture above is of course Job, in sack cloth and with his head shaven in
grief. His three friends are on the left: Bildad the Shuhite, Zophar the Naamathite, and Eliphaz the
Temanite. Bildad and Zophar only show up in the Bible here, in the book of Job. But there is an Eliphaz
in Genesis. He was the oldest son of Jacob’s older brother Esau. Eliphaz himself had a number of sons
who became tribal chiefs, the first of whom was named Teman (possibly after the region in which
Eliphaz lived; or perhaps Teman ruled a region later known according to his name, and his father
eventually came to be remembered in accordance with it). In any case, if the Eliphaz in the book of Job
is the same Eliphaz from Genesis 36, this would corroborate the scholarly consensus that the story of Job
is an ancient story in the folklore of Israel.
But this raises the following question: If Job and his friends lived in the time of Esau, this would locate
these events long before Israel’s exodus from Egypt, their wilderness wandering, the conquest of
Canaan, the time of the judges, the time of the kings, and so on. So if the book of Job precedes all of
that, why wasn’t it put at the beginning of the OT?
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0.1.

The Biblical Storyline So Far
CREATION ̶> CORRUPTION ̶> COVENANT
(Gen 1-2)

0.2.

(Gen 3-11)

Part 1: Gen 12 – Deut 34: Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants
Part 2: Josh – Macc: Davidic Covenant and the Kingdom
Part 3: Job – Sirach: Psalms and Wisdom for Life in the Covenant

Development
a.

A biblical covenant is a divine-human bond predicated on the faithfulness of God’s
promises and man’s obedience, by which God’s program moves forward toward its goal.

b.

The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12ff.) outlines the provisions of God’s covenant program,
the Mosaic Covenant (Exod 19ff.) delineates the prescriptions for its fulfillment, and the
Davidic Covenant (Josh-Macc) identifies the person at the center of the covenant plan and the
Kingdom associated with his everlasting dynasty.

c.

The next group of books—Psalms and Wisdom—describe the path of life in the covenant. These
books guide the people of God in the way they are to live as God’s covenant members in
anticipation of the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom plans and purposes. They provide songs and
prayers and guidance for life “on the way,” including its high mountaintops of praise, its low
valleys of pain and lament, and all its mysteries in the daily realities of every kind.

JOB
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
The book of Job is part of a collection of writings we sometimes call the ‘Wisdom Literature’. Although
many scholars reckon that the story of Job predates most of the other writings of the Old Testament, it is
fitting that this “wisdom book” comes where it does in our Bibles. The preceding books raise a variety
of questions for the reader about wisdom: Which action is wisest in a given situation (e.g., Ruth, Tobit,
Esther)?; What happens to the community of God’s people when wisdom is absent (e.g., Judges, parts of
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles)? Into this context comes the book of Job, whose own great personal
suffering raises another question: Is it wisdom to worship God when he does not seem to be concerned
with making an unjust situation right?

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Job
The man and what happens to him provide the occasion for the book, though perhaps ironically, the
book is about something other than Job.

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

PROLOGUE, 1:1–2:13

II.

JOB’S OPENING LAMENT, 3:1-26
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III.

THE DIALOGUES, 4:1–27:23
A.
B.
C.

IV.

INTERLUDE: A HYMN TO WISDOM, 28:1-28

V.

THE MONOLOGUES, 29:1–41:34
A.
B.
C.

2.2.

The First Cycle, 4:1–14:22
The Second Cycle, 15:1–21:34
The Third Cycle, 22:1–27:23

Job’s Speech, 29:1–31:40
Elihu’s Speech, 32:1–37:24
Yahweh’s Speech, 38:1-[40:3-5]-41:34

VI.

JOB’S CONCLUDING CONFESSION, 40:3-5; 42:1-6

VII.

EPILOGUE, 42:7-17

What it says: The message conveyed
There may not be a piece of writing in all of literature better known than this for its description of the
mystery of human suffering and the inadequacy of popular advice on how to think about it. In the story
of Job, we read about a man whose world collapses through no fault of his own. In fact, Job is elevated
to one above whose righteousness there is not in all the earth (1:8). We might expect the book then to
address the question, Why do godly people suffer? But in fact it concentrates on a more pressing issue: Is
God still worthy of trust and worship when life comes apart and God is all you’ve got? Suffering is the
occasion which gives rise to the suspicion of God’s rightness in the matter; is God worthy to be loved
and served by a mortal in the quintessential worst-case scenario? The one being tried in fact is not Job,
but God. The challenge issued by the adversary (1:9) has assaulted God’s character, and it must now be
defended and vindicated. Front to back, the book of Job obsesses over this issue.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

3.1.

The “hymn to wisdom” in the middle of the book (28:1-28) raises the question: Where shall wisdom be
found? In one sense wisdom is to be found in the message of the book. But how so? Not necessarily in
learning to respond to one’s friends like Job—although responding like Job would be virtuous. Nor is it
necessarily in learning not to respond like Job’s friends—there is much that is virtuous about their points
(e.g., suffering is often the result of sin [Eliphaz], God is just [Bildad], guilt does deserve punishment
[Zophar], etc.). Nor is the message necessarily how to suffer well.
Wisdom is found in fearing the Lord even when confronted with life’s worst-case scenarios. When life is
insurmountable for us (even though God is capable of surmounting) and God seems absent (even though
he is present), we discover God disclosing himself in the wisdom we are given to hope rather than
despair, to love rather than to loathe, to place ourselves in a posture of submission to God and his
mysterious will rather than to reject God and abandon it.
St. Thomas Aquinas proved the existence of God through the soundness of logic.
Job shows how the existence and worthiness of God is proven in and through the shape of one’s life.

4
3.2.

Job exemplifies the fear of the Lord in the way he is figured in the form of Christ. Consider the
similarities:
a.

Job loses his family, his possessions, and his status as a man with much . . .

b.

Job is afflicted with sores . . .

c.

In Ezekiel 14, Job is compared with Noah and Daniel, both of whom were agents of salvation—
Christlike figures playing pivotal roles in moments of history in which God worked mighty acts
of deliverance. How is it that Job comes to be named among them?

PSALMS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
The Book of Psalms, or the Psalter, epitomizes 0.2.c. above. It describes the path of life in the covenant
and points the way to living righteously in the anticipated fulfillment of God’s covenant plans and
purposes. It provides songs and prayers and guidance for life “on the way,” including its high
mountaintops of praise, its low valleys of pain, and all its mysteries in the daily realities of every kind.

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Psalms

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
a.

The structure of the book
I.

BOOK ONE: THE ANTICIPATION OF MESSIAH AND HIS KINGSHIP
INTRODUCED AND TESTED, Pss 1-41
A.

Introduction, 1-2—The righteous and truly blessed life consists in avoiding the
ways of sin by meditating upon and living according to God’s word (1). God’s
word points to trusting and obeying the Divine-Davidic Messiah-King (Son of
God and Son of David), who will rule the nations and judge all peoples,
blessing those who seek refuge in him (2).

B.

Life Awaiting Messiah-King, the Promised Davidic Son, 3-41

II.

BOOK TWO: THE ANTICIPATION OF MESSIAH AND HIS KINGSHIP
REITERATED AND TRANSMITTED, Pss 42-72

III.

BOOK THREE: THE ANTICIPATION OF MESSIAH AND HIS KINGSHIP
SHATTERED AND REAFFIRMED, Pss 73-89

IV.

BOOK FOUR: THE ANTICIPATION OF MESSIAH AND HIS KINGSHIP
REFOCUSED AND INTENSIFIED, Pss 90-106

V.

BOOK FIVE: THE ANTICIPATION OF MESSIAH AND HIS KINGSHIP
REVIEWED AND CELEBRATED, Pss 107-150
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b.

2.2.

A.

Life Awaiting Messiah-King, the Promised Davidic Son, 107-145

B.

Conclusion, 146-150—At long last, the goal of heaven and earth will be
realized in universal praise and adoration. The rebellious nations and kings will
be bound and meted their prescribed judgment, while the blessed and righteous
who have oriented their lives to God’s word, submitted to the Messiah-King,
and sought refuge in him will not be able to contain their exultation (compare
Pss 1-2 and 146-150). YHWH’s purposes will be fulfilled in his Divine-Davidic
Son, and all Creation will sing his worthy praise forever (cf. Rev 4-5!).

Poetic variety (psalm-types) within this structure

•

Psalms of Lament—Prayer-cries for Help, or Psalms in the Pits–13; 44

•

Psalms of Praise—Hymns, or Psalms on the Peaks–8; 113

•

Psalms of Thanksgiving—Psalms of Grateful Public Confession–100; 107

•

Psalms of Confidence—Psalms of Trust–23; 46

•

Psalms of the Alphabet—Psalms of alphabet acrostic–9-10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119!, 145

What it says: The message conveyed
In the anticipation of the Messiah-King and his universal kingship, the righteous find reason for hope
and praise now as they await the blessings of his Kingdom then, and the wicked face a certain just
judgment. In the interim, the psalms provide a language for the righteous—the words of people to their
God and the words of God to his people—enabling them to live already in the light of what is not yet.
Even for the righteous and the blessed, life polarizes between the present realities of crisis and pain,
when God’s people find reason for hope only in YHWH’s loyal-love and in the promise of his future
deliverance (esp. Books I-III, Pss 3-89), and the mountain peaks of praise and glory, when God’s people
ascend into the heights and exclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!” (esp. Books IV-V, Pss 90-145).

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
One feature that makes Psalms such a favorite among God’s people is the way it gives expression to the
entire range of real-life human experience. Here we shout to God from mountaintops of praise, “O
LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (8:1) or cry to God from deep valleys of
pain, “How long, O LORD; will you forget me forever?” (13:1). On the peaks and in the pits—that’s
where life takes us, that’s where God meets us, and that’s where the psalms help us relate to him—
precisely in the way Jesus related to his Heavenly Father. These are, after all, the songs he sang, the cries
he uttered, the praises he shouted, and yes, the promises he fulfilled as Savior and King.
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PROVERBS
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
If the book of Psalms contains internal developments that point increasingly forward toward Christ then
it’s not a coincidence that the very next book is preoccupied with what wisdom means and how wisdom
is perfectly exemplified—more pointedly, with what it looks like for a person to exemplify wisdom
(which in turn raises the question whether there is such a person who does).

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Proverbs

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

2.2.

I.

THE PROLOGUE, 1:1-7
A.
The Title to the Book, v. 1
B.
The Purpose of the Book, vv. 2-6
C.
The Motto of the Book, v. 7

II.

THE DISCOURSES IN PRAISE OF WISDOM, 1:8-9:18
A.
The First Message: “Wisdom’s Delight, Folly’s Disaster,” 1:8-19
B.
Woman Wisdom’s First Appeal: “No Second Chance for Fools,” 1:20-33
C.
The Second Message: “Let’s Wise Up: Conditions and Consequences,” 2:1-22
D.
The Third Message: “The Beautiful Benefits of Wisdom,” 3:1-35
E.
The Fourth Message: “Listening to the Voice of Experience: A Rich Family
Heritage,” 4:1-27
F.
The Fifth Message: “Fidelity or Infidelity: Blessed Path or Bitter Price,” 5:1-23
G.
The Sixth Message: “Four Warnings against Folly,” 6:1-19
H.
The Seventh Message: “Playing with Fire: The Folly of Adultery,” 6:20-35
I.
The Eighth Message: “The Simpleton and the Seductress: The Fate of the Fool,”
7:1-27
J.
Wisdom’s Second Appeal: “Wisdom--A Matter of Life and Death,” 8:1-36
K.
Come and Dine: An Invitation to Two Banquets, 9:1-18

III.

THE VARIOUS COLLECTIONS OF WISE SAYINGS, 10:1–29:27
A.
The Proverbs of Solomon, 10:1–22:16
B.
The Words of the Wise, 22:17–24:34
C.
The Collection of Hezekiah: Further Proverbs of Solomon, 25:1–29:27

IV.

THE CLOSING ORACLES, 30:1-31:31
A.
The Words of Agur, 30:1-33
B.
The Words of King Lemuel’s Mother, 31:1-9
C.
The Alphabet Acrostic on the Wise Woman, 31:10-31

What it says: The message conveyed
Proverbs is all about being good at the craft of living—being wise, in other words—in how we think and
speak and act and relate to others. Of course, being good at any craft—cooking or carpentry, or music or
medicine, or anything else—requires our learning some basic skills according to certain proven
principles. Being good or wise at the craft of living is no exception; Proverbs gives us the basic skill set,
beginning with the foundational principle of the fear of the LORD. Put simply, those who build their
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lives on a proper posture toward God become wise—i.e., skilled—at life; those who refuse to build on
that foundation remain, in the language of Proverbs, “fools.” Of course, Jesus, the Bible tells us,
modeled perfectly what being wise looks like; to be wise, in other words, is to be like Jesus. Proverbs
helps us get there.
3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
We read the book of Proverbs as Christians whose Lord, Jesus, has said that all the [Old Testament]
Scriptures have to do with him. That means that as we read it, we are trying to understand how this book
shapes our understanding of who Christ is and what Christ is like. In this light, the interplay between
father and son early in the book presents the son as the recipient of the father’s wisdom and the
embodiment of it.
The parting ode to the virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 describes in the abstract all the virtues which are
“figured” in some way or other by each heroine in the Scriptures (e.g., Miriam, Rahab, Esther, Ruth), but
which find their form ultimately in Mary, the mother of the one who preexists all of them.
Finally, we read Proverbs as a book whose contents are themselves shaped by Christ. The New
Testament tells us that Christ the Word was “in the beginning with God” (John 1:2) and that “all things
were created through him” (Col 1:16; Heb 1:2). The book of Proverbs talks about Wisdom as “begotten”
of God before all things (8:22-29), and as a mediator through whom God made those things (8:30-31),
including the very Bible that bears witness to God’s begotten. Proverbs, then, is not just a book about
wisdom that points toward Christ. Proverbs is a book that contains the wisdom of Christ.

ECCLESIASTES/QOHELET
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
The Book of Ecclesiastes (or Qohelet, see below) epitomizes another aspect noted in 0.2.c. above,
especially the part about “mysteries in the daily realities of every kind.” This book struggles with life’s
meaning, especially in light of the perplexities God’s people sometimes encounter in the not-yet-fulfilled
time of God’s covenant plans and purposes.

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Ecclesiastes

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

PROLOGUE: THE TITLE, THE MOTTO, AND THE OPENING POEM, 1:1-11

II.

MONOLOGUE: QOHELET’S REFLECTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS ON THE
MEANING OF LIFE, 1:12–12:8
A.

His Investigation into “the Good” and the Vanities of Life, 1:12–6:12

B.

His Observations on “the Good” and the Mysteries of Life, 7:1–12:8
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III.
2.2.

EPILOGUE: THE CONCLUSION TO THE MATTER, 12:9-14

What it says: The message conveyed
Probably no book of Scripture gives a more helpful perspective on life as it is, including the parts that
don’t seem to fit, than Ecclesiastes. Here we learn, for example, that it’s not unspiritual to ask Why?
when bad things happen to good people, so long as we still fear God even when God doesn’t let us in on
all his secrets. Put differently, although everything that happens in the universe is open to probing, the
ultimate goal is not to get it all figured out, but to trust and obey and worship the Creator who rules the
universe. Life’s mysteries, then, are not finally for us to understand, but occasions for us to know the
One who does. And when things go well? Enjoy, says Ecclesiastes, it’s the gift of God. Just be sure to do
so in a manner that honors the Giver of the gift.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
In its role of clarifying wisdom and thereby advancing conclusions concerning life and reality which the
rest of the Bible echoes and Christ fulfills, Ecclesiastes functions for us as Christian Scripture. It might
be “the most philosophical book of the Bible,” which “looks at the world almost exclusively from the
standpoint of human reason, experience, and observation,” but it does so in the interest of showing that,
“apart from supernatural revelation, philosophy is hard-pressed to make firm judgments about the
ultimate destiny of man, and so its perception of ‘the meaning of life’ is necessarily incomplete” (ICSB:
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, 66-67). The point of the book is not to argue that life itself
is totally vain, absurd, or meaningless, but that the search for life’s ultimate meaning and purpose cannot
be found by investigating and observing life “under the sun.” For that, we must look to a source above
the sun, so to speak—to the God who has created life and who has revealed its true meaning and
purpose. Whether or not Qohelet is to be identified with the messianic “son of David, king in Jerusalem”
(1:1), as some early interpreters suggested (e.g., Gregory of Nyssa, A.D. 334-394), the wisdom of which
this book speaks points unmistakably toward that One who is also the preeminent Wise Man, whose
prefigured presence stands providentially and figurally behind the Preacher’s wise and inexhaustible
words “given [as] by one Shepherd” (12:11). In this light, there is something profoundly Christian about
this book and its message!

SONG OF SONGS/SONG OF SOLOMON
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Like each of the previous books, the Song of Songs epitomizes another aspect of 0.2.c. above. This book
of love poetry depicts life in the covenant bond between God and his people in the exquisite language
and imagery of a bride and bridegroom passionately in love with each other. Expressed differently, the
love between marital lovers is figured in the form of the divine-human covenant love—God and his
people, Christ and the Church—of which it is a reflection (cf. Eph 5:22-33).

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in the Song

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
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2.2.

I.

THE TITLE, 1:1

II.

DIALOGUE ONE: MUTUAL DESIRE AND IMAGINATION, 1:2–2:7

III.

DIALOGUE TWO: THE OVERCOMING OF SEPARATION, 2:8–3:5

IV.

DIALOGUE THREE: THE ADMIRATION AND THE SEARCH, 3:6–5:8

V.

DIALOGUE FOUR: MUTUAL ATTRACTION AND BELONGING, 5:9–8:4

VI.

DIALOGUE FIVE: MUTUAL DESIRE AND IMAGINATION, 8:5-14

What it says: The message conveyed
Many have wondered what a book about love and romance is doing in the Bible, and opinions have
varied through the centuries. Is this a poetic description of mutual love between God and his people, or
is it a description of human desire and devotion between a man and a woman, or is it both—a description
of the former in the language of the latter? On any reading, the Song gives us some of the Bible’s most
exquisite portraits of love, as in these beautiful lines near the conclusion (8:6-7), where the message of
the book comes to a summary of love as:
fiercely loyal—“for love is strong as death, devotion fierce as the grave”;
intensely passionate—“Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD”;
stubbornly persevering—“Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it”;
only freely given—“If one offered all his wealth for love, he would be utterly scorned.”

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
The majority of Jewish and Christian interpreters through the centuries have understood the love poetry
of the Song allegorically. Reading the Song in the light of Christian faith, the Church Fathers and
medieval theologians, for example, followed “three distinct but interrelated trajectories: an ecclesial
interpretation, in which the Song speaks of Christ lovingly wedded to the Church . . . , a mystical
interpretation, in which Christ is the husband who pursues a bridal union with the individual soul . . . ,
and a mariological interpretation, in which the bride of the Song is the Virgin Mother of God, who is the
perfect realization of what the Lord desires for the Church as a whole and for each of her
members . . .”(ICSB: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon, 90). That the Song was and is read at
Passover in Jewish tradition perhaps suggests that Christians should be able to read it in the Liturgy of
the Eucharist and there appreciate it most fully. Or as theologian Robert Jenson puts it: “that the Song is
in the Jewish and Christian canons sets the community of interpretation. We should read as if we were
reciting in synagogue or at Eucharist, and only within the structure and rhetoric of such events let the
Song’s apparent allusions play out.” (Song of Songs, 11)
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WISDOM OF SOLOMON
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Not all “stories” within a typical conversation move the main point along. Some provide a side-story
or excursus that gives breadth and meaning to the main story. Similarly, not all books of the Bible
directly address the forward motion of the main storyline, but pause to develop something off to the side
that is just as important. In fact, one could say that the main story would be incomprehensible without
these developments. The wisdom literature of Sacred Scripture shows that God is not only concerned
that we get from CREATION to NEW CREATION, but that he is also concerned with how we arrive
there. Consequently, the wisdom books are intimately caught up with how we live as God’s covenant
people, and are presented as an invitation to imitate his wise way of living.
The Book of Wisdom takes up the tradition of the wise King Solomon and is a book by which the Holy
Spirit breathes life through the longstanding wisdom of the great King. This book was not likely penned
by Solomon himself, but it is a work in honor of and in the tradition of his gifted wisdom.

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Wisdom

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

II.

2.2.

WISDOM LEADS TO ETERNAL KINGDOM, 1:1-9:18
A.

The Love of Righteousness and the Gift of Immortality, 1:1-6:20

B.

King Solomon’s Love for Lady Wisdom, 6:21-9:18

WISDOM IN SALVATION HISTORY, 10:1-19:22
A.

Wisdom’s Actions from Creation to the Exodus, 10:1-21

B.

Wisdom’s Actions in the Exodus, 11:1-19:22

What it says: The message conveyed
The sacred author here beckons that the “rulers of the earth” (Wis 1:1) govern in righteousness and
wisdom, because that is the very wisdom by which God—who is righteous—ordered the universe. As
attentive readers we are called not only to see God’s wisdom in all things (cf. Wis 10-19), but to live
God’s wisdom in all things (cf. Wis 1-9). The living out of this heavenly wisdom becomes a
participation in the blessing plan of God that moves creation to its ultimate destiny: RENEWAL.

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Wisdom Personified and Preexistent: A Christological Reading of the Wisdom of Solomon (Wis 7:228:1 and 2:1-20)
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SIRACH
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
Similar to the Book of Wisdom before it, Sirach treats wisdom as God’s guiding gift to men—a light to
live by in a world consumed by sin and darkness. If the Wisdom of Solomon sings of the beauty and
radiance of wisdom, Sirach carries the baton to show how to live out this wisdom in the world
practically. This wisdom, though, is not to be underestimated—it is not the religion of “be kind” as many
profess today. Rather, it is God’s wisdom on how to live in God’s world. Thus, wisdom is the
development of living Torah to its fullest fruition: true love of God and proper love of neighbor.
Other names the book is referred to as: Ecclesiasticus, The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach, Wisdom,
Wisdom of Jesus, The Book of Wisdom, Proverbs of Jesus of Sirach, Ben Sirach

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Sirach

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

ALL WISDOM COMES FROM THE LORD, 1:1-23:27
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

II.

WISDOM WILL PRAISE HERSELF AND IS HONORED BY GOD, 24:1-43:33
A.
B.
C.
D.

III.

Guidance for the Mature Man, 24:1-33:18
More Advice for the Mature Man, 33:19-36:17
Evaluating Other Men: Friends/Confidants, Tradesmen, Scholars, 36:18-39:35
Coping with the Troubles of Life, 40:1-43:33

LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN, 44:1-51:30
A.
B.
C.

2.2.

Guidance for the Young Man, 1:1-4:10
On Speech and Friendship, 4:11-6:17
On Dealing with Persons from All Walks of Life, 6:18-14:19
On Refraining from Sin, 14:20-16:23
On Self-Control, 16:24-22:26
On Control of Speech, Especially Oaths and Marriage Vows, 22:27-23:27

Encomium of the Fathers, 44:1-49:16
Enconium of Simon II the Just, 50:1-21
Concluding Matter, 50:22-51:30

What it says: The message conveyed
“Fittingly, Sirach is the last of the poetic books, since it is a massive work of integration and distillation
of the entire Old Testament revelation. The sacred author of Sirach has meditated on all the Scriptures of
Israel in order to summarize their moral message. If earlier wisdom books did not draw explicit lines of
connection between wisdom and themes so important to the rest of the Old Testament—namely, the law
(Torah), the liturgy, and covenant history—Sirach synthesizes them completely. Here there is a
comprehensive integration of natural law, revealed law, sacred worship, and salvation history: the author
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of Sirach finds the highest expression of God’s universal wisdom manifested in the law, liturgy, and
history of the people of Israel. With good reason this book is also called Ecclesiasticus—that is, “the
little book of the Church”—because it was so widely used in fundamental catechesis in the early
centuries.”1
3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

3.1.

Sirach helps us see history not through the lens of time, but through the lens of covenant.

3.2.

Jesus Christ is the “wisdom of God” in whom God’s covenant program is fully realized (1 Cor 1:24; cf.
Lk 22:14-20).

THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE SO FAR . . .

1

John Bergsma and Brant Pitre, A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old Testament (San Francisco: Ignatius Press,
2018), 535.

