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CHRIST
PART I: THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS–MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE

0. Introduction

0.1. The Biblical Storyline So Far

CREATION   ̶>  CORRUPTION   ̶>  COVENANT   ̶>  CHRIST
(Gen 1-2)  (Gen 3-11)         (Gen 12–Mal)          (Matt-John)

0.2. Development

a. The biblical story is the story of God’s universal blessing-plan in CREATION (Genesis 1-
2), which, having suffered CORRUPTION in the Fall (Genesis 3-11), will be restored 
through God’s COVENANT program with specially called persons (notably, Abraham, 
Moses, David) and a specially called people (Israel) (Genesis 12-Malachi), a program 
ultimately embodied and fulfilled in the redemptive mission of CHRIST JESUS, Israel’s 
Messiah (Matthew-John).

b. In Jesus, God fulfills all of his covenant promises, by which he redeems and restores the 
creation which humans have corrupted. Jesus Christ is the father of a new humanity (“the 
last Adam,” 1 Cor 15:45), the promised seed of the woman (Gen 3:15), and “the son of 
David, the son of Abraham” (Matt 1:1), whose arrival we have awaited since the first 
chapters of the biblical story and in whose form that entire story has been figured.

c. Christ, we could say, is the apex, the pivotal point, “the center and heart” (CCC 112) of 
the entire biblical revelation. In his birth, life, ministry, message, death, resurrection, and 
ascension to the Father, Christ completes the story the Old Testament began, concludes 
the drama the Old Testament left unfinished, reveals the God the Old Testament 
introduced, fulfills the promise the Old Testament declared, accepts the roles the Old 
Testament defined (i.e., prophet, priest, king, wiseman, and suffering servant), endorses 
the ethic the Old Testament taught, and accomplishes the mission the Old Testament 
announced–God’s blessing-plan for the whole world.

0.3.  A Short Introduction to the Gospels

a. We use the word ‘gospel’ (=good news, from L. evangelium and Grk. euangelion) in two 
ways: as referring to the good news (the message or evangel) of God in Christ reconciling
the world to himself (lower case ‘gospel’), and the four Gospels (or fourfold Gospel, or 
one of the four) as a subset of the Bible dedicated to telling the story of Jesus’ life, 
teaching, and saving mission (upper case ‘Gospel’).
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b. Technically, all four Gospels are anonymous; the authors cover their tracks and do not 
identify themselves by name. The names Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were attached 
in early manuscript and Church tradition, by the end of the 2nd century.

c. Because of their high degree of similarity in contents, order, language, and narrative 
structures, the first three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) are commonly referred to as the
“Synoptic Gospels” (from Grk. syn, together, + opsis, seeing  ̶> seen/read/viewed 
together). These three are relatively easy to arrange side-by-side and examined in parallel
columns. John stands apart from the other three in both content and style.

d. At least as early as St. Augustine, theories have been advanced to explain the similarities
(common material) and differences (unique material) among the Synoptics, with no 
consensus emerging. What we do know is that each Gospel writer tells the story of Jesus 
from a particular perspective. The similarities and differences suggest that beyond mere 
source borrowing, theological influences were at work in each according to well-defined 
purposes. Essentially we have different versions of the same gospel, each driven by 
purposes that determined selection, structure, and application of the material. (For a brief 
survey of the issues, see the discussion in ICSB:NT, xxi-xxiii.) Related, contra a long-
standing critical consensus, the Gospels almost certainly were not directed toward 
specific original audiences, but were written and circulated for a general Christian 
audience (Bauckham).

e. The Gospels are manifestly selective in nature, as noted in differing details among them
as well as explicit mention (Jn 20:30-31; 21:25). Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount almost 
certainly took longer to preach than the few minutes it takes to read.

f. Whether the Gospels were written temporally before or after the Letters, their canonical
location is interpretively and theologically foundational to what follows. Irrespective of 
the original dating issue, the New Testament books are now read in conversation or 
engagement with each other, where the Gospels depend on the Old Testament story which
precedes even as they inform the books that follow.

g. Presumably the Gospels were written from oral and written sources, at least some of
which may have been Aramaic in origin (the language of Galilean Jews at the time of 
Christ), although the Gospels themselves were composed in Greek.

h. Especially from the famous Emmaus Road story of Luke 24:13-49, we learn that true and
personal knowledge of Jesus comes by way of the Scriptures and the Sacraments. We 
could say that knowing Jesus is both cognitive and performative, both Scriptural and 
Eucharistic. Moreover, it is clear from this story (and many others) that we do not first 
hear the gospel in the Gospels. With many other New Testament  passages, Luke 24 is 
clear that the actual gospel of Jesus Christ is what we have been reading about in the Old 
Testament (e.g., Mk 1:1-2; Rom 1:1-6; 16:25-27; 1 Cor 15:1-4; Gal 1-6; 1 Pet 1:10-12). 
The New Testament writers are saying in effect that the Old Testament is the gospel, and 
Jesus is what the Old Testament is talking about. All to say that, we are best prepared to 
read and to understand the Gospels–and to know the One whose story they reveal–when 
we appreciate them as the climax to the story that began at Creation. We might even go 
so far as to say that we have been reading the gospel ever since Genesis, in the story of 
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Creation, Corruption, and Covenant; the Gospels ensure that we have been reading that 
story correctly, as the story of Jesus! In this light, the Gospels are seen to focus on God 
and his story (“the good news of God,” Mk 1:14), in a breathtaking narrative which 
envisions the goal of God’s glory in the Kingdom of his Son, where all that went wrong 
in the first Creation is set right in the new heavens and the new earth, including our 
restoration to what we were meant to be. 

i. The four Gospels proclaim a single gospel (unity) from four perspectives (diversity)–a
fourfold Gospel–by which we have written access to the apostolic witness of the 
incarnate Jesus. The Gospels are not written along historical-harmonistic lines as a 
continuous and coherent “life of Christ,” although this kind of study has its place. The 
Gospels invite us to take a seat in the presence of four distinct yet complementary 
canonical voices, listening attentively as each utters its contribution to the manifold 
witness of God in Christ. In the end, the message of the fourfold Gospel will be heard in 
the form of a canonical harmony–the blending of strong voices that together witness to 
the self-same God in Christ, each “singing” its own distinct “part,” enhancing the overall 
effect and far exceeding what each on its own, or one subjected to another, or a forced 
unison or fusion, would accomplish. Essentially we have different versions of the same 
gospel, which explains why they are called “The Gospel according to. . . .” Each is driven
by purposes that determined selection, structure, adaptation, and application of the 
material. A simple comparison of the first chapter in each of the four illustrates the point 
at once.

j. The location and order of the four are fixed both externally and internally. For example,
Matthew and Luke flank Mark, to which each bears both significant similarities and 
dissimilarities, doubtless for reasons that go beyond mere historical dependency. Matthew
ties most fittingly to the Old Testament. John, itself separated from the three Johannine 
epistles, separates Luke-Acts for a variety of reasons both literary and thematic, thereby 
keeping the four Gospels together, with John 21:25 functioning as a closer to the whole, 
and establishing a context for reading Acts other than, or in addition to, Luke (e.g., Jn 14-
16 and the promise of the Holy Spirit; cf. Jn 21:25//Acts 1:1).

k. As for the peculiar contributions of each Gospel, one popular proposal suggests that they
are intended to present a “balanced” portrait of Christ: Matthew portrays Jesus the King, 
in the language of the Old Testament, and so is especially appropriate for a Jewish 
readership; Mark portrays Jesus the Servant, and so should be considered by those 
looking for lessons on servanthood (especially if they are in a hurry, since Mark is short 
and everything happens “immediately” or “at once” [c. 40x]); Luke portrays Jesus as Son
of Man, and so might be attractive to those who relate well to a human Jesus (perhaps a 
Bible study in a fitness club, or with medical doctors since Luke was a physician); and 
John portrays Jesus as Son of God, and so should definitely be used with unbelievers, 
especially of the skeptical bent. These suggestions doubtless have some merit, but they 
probably do not get to the heart of the matter, as we shall see,

MATTHEW

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
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1.1. CREATION  ̶> CORRUPTION  ̶> COVENANT  ̶> CHRIST

1.2. Matthew’s many connections with the Old Testament

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Matthew

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

“Christian tradition unanimously identifies the Apostle Matthew as the author of the first Gospel.
Virtually all ancient manuscripts that preserve the title of the work give some form of the heading
‘According to Matthew’ (Gk. Kata Maththaion). The same consensus can be found in the writings
of the Church Fathers who address the issue: St. Irenaeus (A.D. 180), Origen (A.D. 250), St. John
Chrysostom (A.D. 390), St. Jerome (A.D. 398), and St. Augustine (A.D. 400) affirm the apostolic
authorship of the Gospel of Matthew. No traces of a rival tradition attributing the work to a
different author have survived from Christian antiquity” (ICSB:NT).

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE MESSIAH’S PREPARATION: INTRODUCTION TO JESUS AND HIS 
KINGDOM MINISTRY, 1:1–4:17
A. Jesus’ Origin, 1:1-17
B. Jesus’ Infancy, 1:18–2:23
C. Jesus’ Baptism, 3:1-17
D. Jesus’ Temptation, 4:1-11
E. Jesus’ Withdrawal to Galilee, 4:12-17

II. THE MESSIAH’S PROCLAMATION: REVELATION OF THE KINGDOM IN WORD
AND ACTION, 4:18–16:20
A. Narrative: The Gospel of the Kingdom in Jesus’ Early Galilean Ministry, 4:18-25
B. Discourse #1: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount–The Kingdom Manifesto, 5:1–

7:29
C. Narrative: The Kingdom on Display in Jesus’ Miracles, 8:1–9:38
D. Discourse #2: Jesus’ Sermon on Mission and Martyrdom–Co-workers in the 

Kingdom, 10:1-42
E. Narrative: The Kingdom in Conflict, 11:1–12:50
F. Discourse #3: Jesus’ Sermon in Kingdom Parables, 13:1-52
G. Narrative: The Kingdom in Progressive Polarization–Controversy and 

Confession, 13:53–16:20

II. THE MESSIAH’S PASSION: ANTICIPATION OF THE KINGDOM THROUGH 
SUFFERING TO GLORY, 16:21–28:20
A. Narrative: The Kingdom by Way of Suffering, 16:21–17:27
B. Discourse #4: Jesus’ Sermon on Community Life Under Kingdom Authority,

18:1-35
C. Narrative: The Kingdom and Its Core Values, 19:1–23:39
D. Discourse #5: Jesus’ Sermon on Kingdom Discipleship and the Shape of the 

Future, 24:1–25:46
E. Conclusion: The Kingdom Established, Vindicated, and Advanced in 

Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, and Commission, 26:1–28:20
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2.3. What it says: The message conveyed

The Gospel according to Matthew tells the story of Jesus as the fulfillment of all that came
before, the long-awaited final chapter of the Old Testament. It highlights historical and
theological continuity and coherence–between the Testaments, between God’s covenant program
for Israel and its fulfillment in Jesus as Israel’s Messiah, between Israel (and so Jesus) and the
Church, between YHWH, God of Creation and Covenant, and the exalted Son who invites
worship and witness and lays claim to the earth (28:16-20). “Matthew actualizes the gospel in
terms of the presence of the exalted Lord of the church who fulfilled the promise of Israel’s
Messiah in his words and deeds. By his teaching of the will of God he opened the way to the
kingdom of heaven whose eschatological reality is already manifest among those doing the will
of God” (Childs).

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own

3.1. Jesus’ story, our story

3.2. Many liturgical readings

3.3. The most “churchly” Gospel

3.4. Discourse #1: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount–The Kingdom Manifesto, 5:1–7:29

1. The Setting: Jesus Prepares to Teach His Disciples, 5:1-2

2. The Portrait of Kingdom Citizenship: Its Character and Calling, 5:3-16
a. The character of kingdom citizens, vv. 3-12
b. The calling of kingdom citizens as salt and light, vv. 13-16

3. The Precepts for Kingdom Citizenship: Its Demands in Relation to the OT, 5:17-48
a. Jesus and the kingdom as fulfillment of the OT, 5:17-20
b. Six antitheses on kingdom righteousness, vv. 21-47

1) On anger and reconciliation, vv. 21-26
2) On adultery and purity, vv. 27-30
3) On divorce and remarriage, vv. 31-32
4) On oaths and truthfulness, vv. 33-37
5) On retaliation and self-sacrifice, vv. 38-42
6) On hatred and love, vv. 43-47

c. Conclusion: The demand for perfection, v. 48

4. The Practice of Kingdom Citizenship, 6:1–7:12
a. Genuine piety vs. hypocrisy, 6:1-18

1) The critical principle, v. 1
2) On almsgiving, vv. 2-4
3) On prayer, vv. 5-15
4) On fasting, vv. 16-18

b. Single-minded devotion to kingdom values, 6:19-34
1) On storing up treasures in heaven, vv. 19-21
2) On having a healthy eye, vv. 22-23
3) On serving God and not mammon, v. 24
4) On trusting God without compromise, vv. 25-34
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c. Attitudes affecting relationships with others, 7:1-12
1) On judging others, vv. 1-5
2) On being discerning, v. 6
3) On praying, the true source of kingdom perspective and power, vv. 7-11
4) On fulfilling the Law and the Prophets, v. 12

5. The Path to Kingdom Citizenship, 7:13-27
a. The two ways and their destinations, vv. 13-14
b. The two trees and their fruit, vv. 15-20
c. The two claims and their reward, vv. 21-23
d. The two builders and their houses, vv. 24-27

6. The Conclusion: Jesus’ Authority, 7:28-29

MARK

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

The Gospel of Mark brings us to the climax of the Bible narrative, in which God’s COVENANT
program reaches its climax in CHRIST. Since the CORRUPTION of man (cf. Gen 3), humanity has
been awaiting its restoration. Mark puts into writing this “good news” (Mark 1:1) that God has finally
visited his people so that they may be super-abundantly restored to living in harmony with him. 

If Matthew “talks the talk” then Mark “walks the walk.” Mark does not expound upon many lengthy
sermons of Jesus, but rather at a seemingly rapid pace (immediately 42x) brings many scenes to life
using vivid eyewitness descriptions, drawing the reader into the scene as if he were truly there.
Though often discounted as overly simple compared to its synoptic neighbors, Mark captures details
and teachings of the Messiah that force the reader to make a decision about who Jesus really is. “It is
nearly impossible to read Mark as a neutral bystander” (Healy). We, as readers, are faced with the
question, “Who do you say that I am?” (Mark 8:29) and are challenged to follow his way—that is, the
way of the cross. 

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Mark 

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Christian tradition—The Gospel According to Mark is derived from the Latin 
(Evangelium Secundum Marcum) and the Greek (ΚΑΤA ΜAPKOΝ) 

b. Who was Mark?

! Though the text itself does not identify an author, earliest manuscript evidence (3rd

century A.D.) and the tradition of many ancient Christians and Church Fathers testify to
Mark’s authorship (e.g., Papias, Eusebius, St. Clement of Alexandria, St. Irenaeus, St.
Polycarp, Tertullian, Origen, St. Augustine, and many more)

! Tradition describes St. Mark as a disciple and companion of St. Peter (cf. 1 Pet 5:13)
! This is traditionally the same Mark (i.e., John-Mark) who is mentioned in the Acts of the

Apostles and elsewhere in the letters of Paul (cf. Acts 12:12; 12:25; 13:5; Col 4:10; 2 Tim
4:11; Phlm 24)
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2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. PROLOGUE: THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, 1:1-15
A. The Title, v. 1
B. The Isaianic Forerunner, John the Baptist, vv. 2-8
C. The Baptism of Jesus, vv. 9-11
D. The Temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness, vv. 12-13
E. The Programmatic Summary of Jesus’ Message, vv. 14-15

II. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’ WORDS AND WORKS, 1:16–
8:26
A. The Commencement of Jesus’ Ministry and Initial Responses to It, 1:16–3:12

Transition episode #1: Jesus calls the first disciples, 1:16-20
B. The Continuation of Jesus’ Ministry and the Dividing of Audiences (“insiders” 

and “outsiders”), 3:13–6:6
Transition episode #2: Jesus “makes” twelve apprentice-apostles, 3:13-21

C. The Concentration of Jesus’ Ministry on the Training of the Twelve, 6:7–8:26
Transition episode #3: Jesus commissions the twelve to a trial mission, 3:7-13

III. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’ SUFFERING AND DEATH, 
8:27– 15:47
A. Journey to Jerusalem: The ‘Way’ of Glory Through Suffering, 8:27–10:52

Transition episode #4: Jesus’ messiahship recognized by the disciples, 8:27-30
B. Hostility in the House of God: The Confrontation over Jesus’ Teachings, 11:1–

13:37
Transition episode #5: Jesus’ (non)triumphal entry as King, 11:1-11

C. Climax of the Cross: The Crucifixion and Burial of Jesus, 14:1–15:47
Transition episode #6: Jesus’ preparations with his disciples, 14:1-42

IV. EPILOGUE: THE ONGOING WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’ 
RESURRECTION AND COMMISSION, 16:1-20
A. The Announcement of Jesus’ Resurrection, vv. 1-8
B. The Appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene, vv. 9-11
C. The Appearance of Jesus to Two Disciples, vv. 12-13
D. The Great Commission, vv. 14-20

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed 

I. PROLOGUE: THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, 1:1-15

! Reading the gospel through the lens of its introduction:
1) A New Beginning 
2) Preparing the way of the LORD

II. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’ WORDS AND WORKS, 1:16–
8:26)

! “Who then is this?” Mark 4:41 ! “You are the Christ” Mark 8:29
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III. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’ SUFFERING AND DEATH,
8:27– 15:47

! Following the way of the LORD: a way of discipleship in Mark 8:22-10:52

IV. EPILOGUE: THE ONGOING WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL IN JESUS’
RESURRECTION AND COMMISSION, 16:1-20

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

The Gospel of Mark challenges us to encounter the living Jesus as the Christ and to follow him along
his way of suffering, humility, service, poverty, and ultimately, resurrection and glory. 

LUKE

1. Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings 

The Gospel of Luke, the longest of the four gospels, masterfully pens the life of Jesus with literary
and theological genius in such a way that Christians for almost two thousand years have come to
know, love, and follow him because of this gospel. Luke shows Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s
COVENANT program announced in Scripture (cf. Luke 4:18-21) as well as the Messiah-King and
Lord who extends his salvation to the entire world, inclusive of the Gentiles (cf. Luke 7:1-10).
Among a myriad of themes, Luke uniquely draws the reader into the Trinitarian relationship shared
between the Father and the Son, writing many of Jesus’ greatest teachings and miracles as flowing
from a place of prayer and intimacy with The Father (cf. Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 28; 11:1-13;
22:32; 39-46; 23:34).

2. The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Luke 

2.1. What it’s called: The title on the cover and why that’s important to know

a. In Christian tradition—The Gospel According to Luke is derived from the Latin 
(Evangelium Secundum Lucam) and the Greek (ΚΑΤA ΛOYKAΝ) 

b. Who was Luke?

! Manuscripts from the 2nd century A.D. as well as Christians and Church Fathers from as
early as A.D. 180 attest to the third gospel being penned by St. Luke 

! The same author as The Acts of the Apostles 
! Luke was a companion of St. Paul (2 Tim 4:11; cf. Philem 24; Acts 16:10-17; 20:5-15;

21:1-18; 27:1-28:16), described by Paul as “the beloved physician” (Col 4:14) 

2.2. How it’s shaped: The author’s plan

I. THE PROLOGUE, 1:1-4
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II. THE INTRODUCTION OF JOHN AND JESUS, 1:5–2:52
A. The Annunciations of John (1:5-25) and Jesus (1:26-38)
B. The Meeting of the Two Mothers, and Mary’s Praise (the Magnificat), 1:39-56
C. The Arrival of John, and Zechariah’s Praise (the Benedictus), 1:57-80
D. The Arrival of Jesus, and His Presentation at the Temple, 2:1-40
E. The Boy Jesus, and His Self-understanding at the Temple, 2:41-52

III. THE PREPARATIONS FOR JESUS’ MISSION, 3:1–4:13
A. John the Baptist, 3:1-20
B. Baptism, 3:21-22
C. Genealogy, 3:23-38
D. Testing, 4:1-13

IV. THE MISSION OF JESUS IN GALILEE, 4:14–9:50
A. Jesus’ Ministry: An Overview, 4:14-44
B. Jesus’ Gathering of the Twelve: Mission and Controversy, 5:1–6:16
C. Jesus’ Teaching: An Offer and the Call to Love and Righteousness, 6:17-49
D. Jesus’ Identity and Widespread Ministry: Revelation and Response, 7:1–9:17
E. Jesus’ Identity and the Way of Discipleship: Confession and Instruction, 9:18-50

V. THE MISSION EXPANDS TO JERUSALEM, 9:51–19:27
A. Lessons on Discipleship: Cost, Mission, Blessing, Love, Welcome, Prayer, 9:51–

11:13
B. Escalating Hostility: Controversies, Corrections, and Calls to Trust, 11:14-54
C. More Lessons on Discipleship: Faith and Faithfulness, 12:1-13:9
D. Teachings on Kingdom and Discipleship: Who Will Participate? 13:10–14:35
E. On the Pursuit of Sinners: Three Parables, 15:1-32
F. On Generosity: Handling Money and Possessions, 16:1-31
G. On the Behavior of Disciples: Four Warnings, 17:1-10
H. Responses to the Kingdom: Thematic Summary, 17:11–19:27

VI. THE PASSION NARRATIVES: JESUS’ REJECTION, DEATH, AND BURIAL, 19:28–
23:56
A. Jesus’ Arrival in Jerusalem, 19:28-48
B. Jesus’ Teaching in the Temple, 20:1–21:38
C. Jesus’ Betrayal and Farewell, 22:1-38
D. Jesus’ Trials and Death, 22:39–23:56

VII. THE REVELATION OF THE RISEN LORD TO HIS FOLLOWERS, 24:1-53
A. The Women at the Tomb, vv. 1-12
B. The Disciples on the Way to Emmaus and in Jerusalem, vv. 13-49
C. The Departure, vv. 50-53

2.3. What it says: The message conveyed
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VI. THE PASSION NARRATIVES: JESUS’ REJECTION, DEATH, AND BURIAL, 19:28–
23:56

! The long-awaited New Covenant in Luke 22

VII. THE REVELATION OF THE RISEN LORD TO HIS FOLLOWERS, 24:1-53

! A new method of interpreting Scripture:

“And he said to them, ‘O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into
his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself” Luke 24:25-27 

! Burning Hearts and Open Eyes: Word and Sacrament belong together 

“Luke’s account of the disciples on the way to Emmaus enables us to reflect further on
this link between the hearing of the word and the breaking of the bread. … The presence
of Jesus, first with his words and then with the act of breaking bread, made it possible for
the disciples to recognize him. … From these accounts it is clear that Scripture itself
points us towards an appreciation of its own unbreakable bond with the Eucharist. …
Word and Eucharist are so deeply bound together that we cannot understand one without
the other: the word of God sacramentally takes flesh in the event of the Eucharist. The
Eucharist opens us to an understanding of Scripture, just as Scripture for its part illumines
and explains the mystery of the Eucharist.” (Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini, §54-55)

! A New Creation: Luke 24 [walking and talking with the Lord on the road after the
resurrection] and Genesis 3 [walking and talking with the Lord in the garden after the
Fall]

3. Inhabiting the Story: Making it Our Own 

[refer to Benedict XVI quote above]


