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The Holy Spirit Coming in the Form of Wind and Fire and Pentecost

0.

Introduction

0.1.

The Biblical Storyline So Far
CREATION ̶> CORRUPTION ̶> COVENANT ̶> CHRIST ̶> CHURCH
(Gen 1-2)

(Gen 3-11)

(Gen 12–Mal)

(Matt-John)

(Part I: Acts)

0.2.

The biblical story is the story of God’s universal blessing-plan in CREATION (Genesis 1-2),
which, having suffered CORRUPTION in the Fall (Genesis 3-11), will be restored through God’s
COVENANT program with specially called persons (notably, Abraham, Moses, David) and a specially
called people (Israel) (Genesis 12-Malachi), a program ultimately embodied and fulfilled in the
redemptive mission of CHRIST JESUS, Israel’s Messiah (Matthew-John), who by the Holy Spirit
continues his mission in the world through the CHURCH (Acts-Jude), . . .

0.3.

As noted previously, the first three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) reflect a high degree of
similarity in content, style, and structure, earning for them the label Synoptic Gospels (because they can
be arranged side-by-side and “viewed together,” i.e., syn-optically). John stands apart from the other
three on all counts (content, style, structure). On closer reflection, it is clear that the four Gospels
represent distinct but complementary versions of the same gospel—a fourfold Gospel—each telling the
same basic story of Jesus from a particular perspective and each driven by purposes that determined
selection, structure, and application of the material.

2

a.

Some examples of material unique to John

b.

Some material not found in John’s Gospel

c.

Some differences in vocabulary and style between the Synoptics and John

d.

Some tensions between the Synoptics and John

e.

A proposal

JOHN
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings

1.1.

It is by means of the Gospels that we have written access to the apostolic witness of the incarnate
Christ—a four-part blending of voices offering a manifold testimony to the self-same God in Christ,
each “singing” its own distinct “part,” enhancing the overall effect and far exceeding what each in its
own “solo rendition” would accomplish.

1.2.

While all four Gospels are anonymous, John is the least so, or we might say, not strictly so. “The author
discreetly identifies himself as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’ (21:20, 24) and claims to be an
eyewitness to the life and ministry of Christ (1:14; 19:35). However, this Beloved Disciple never reveals
his name, although he appears several times in the Gospel narrative (13:23; 19:26; 20:2). The combined
weight of textual and traditional evidence suggests that this disciple is the Apostle John, one of the sons
of Zebedee (Mt 4:21). Several considerations support this conclusion. . .” (ICSB:NT, 157). As one of the
inner circle with Jesus, alongside Peter and James, the Apostle John would have been uniquely suited to
write a Gospel of this nature, with its accent on “the heavenly identity and mission of Jesus” as the Son
of God who fully reveals the Father, and its locating that revelation in the endearing context of the
divine family of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (See ICSB:NT, 158).

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in John

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

THE PROLOGUE: THE REVELATION OF GOD IN HIS INCARNATE SON, 1:1-18

II.

THE REVELATION OF GOD IN THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF HIS SON: THE BOOK
OF SIGNS, 1:19–12:50
A.
B.
C.
D.

III.

Commencement: Prelude to Jesus’ Public Ministry, 1:19-51
Confessions: Signs, Works, and Words and the Response of Faith, 2:1–4:54
Controversy: Signs, Works, and Words and Rising Opposition, 5:1–10:42
Conclusion: Toward the Hour of Death and Glorification, 11:1–12:50

THE REVELATION OF GOD IN THE PASSION AND EXALTATION OF HIS SON:
THE BOOK OF GLORY, 13:1–20:31
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A.
B.
C.
IV.
2.2.

The Ministry of Jesus to the Disciples in the Upper Room, 13:1–17:26
The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of Jesus, 18:1–19:42
The Resurrection of Jesus, 20:1-31

THE EPILOGUE: THE REVELATION OF GOD IN THE FINAL APPEARANCES
AND COMMISSION OF HIS SON, 21:1-25

What it says: The message conveyed
Biblical books rarely tell us exactly why they were written. John is an exception. This Gospel was
written, says the author, to persuade people to believe in Jesus for eternal life (20:30-31). To accomplish
that goal John shows us how Jesus literally fleshes out the Word of God; he really and fully embodies
everything God has to say. And so, to hear and know and trust in the incarnate Jesus is to hear and know
and trust in God. Here is a Gospel, then, for those who wonder what or whom to believe and why,
however simple or sophisticated their reasons for wondering might be. Indeed, “John’s Gospel is deep
enough for an elephant to swim and shallow enough for a child not to drown” (St. Augustine).

3.

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
The gospel of John is the big book of faith. It is about believing, not just because of remarkable
signs, but because one accepts the verdict of the witnesses: God sent Jesus, Jesus is God’s son, the son has returned
to the father, and the father sends the spirit of the son. The gospel calls us to faith: a rich, deep faith, an energetic
faith, a faith that abides in Jesus the Messiah, a faith that can survive denials and doubts, a faith that can overcome
the world because Jesus has already overcome it for us. This believing constitutes a special kind of knowledge: a
spiritual knowing, knowing the truth, knowing a person who is the embodiment of truth, and enjoying the freedom
that this truth brings.
One cannot ignore the clear christological core of the gospel of John. This is not a book about a
generalized spirituality or religious outlook on life. It is about Jesus himself from first to last. The book is written
by a disciple whose passion for Jesus is intoxicating. The Jesus of the fourth gospel is to be believed, trusted,
obeyed, worshipped. Why? Because he has the words of eternal life. He laid down his life for his friends. He is the
good shepherd, the lamb of God, the true vine. He is the door between our world and the new creation. Jesus is not
merely one option on a religious smorgasbord. He is unique, unprecedented, cosmically singular. He is not a way
up the mountain; he made the mountain in the first place! He is the way, the truth, and the life. The way for all
people, Jews, Samaritans, Greeks, and whoever will believe in him. John bids us believe the exclusive claims of
the all-inclusive saviour.
To that we must add that, like all the New Testament stories, this story isn’t only about Jesus. It’s about us
as well. Jesus is lifted up to draw us all to himself, and to enable us to be for the world what he was for Israel. The
prologue says that ‘To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become the children of
God’ (Jn. 1.12). Or, again: in John 7.38 Jesus says, ‘Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living
water will flow from within them.’ There is the creation-image once again (Gen. 2.10-14), and also the Templeimage (Ezek. 47.1-12); only now, the rivers of living water that flow out of the new-creation Temple of God come,
not just from Jesus, but from all those who believe in him, who follow him, who become in their turn the channels
through which his healing love can flow to the world. Therefore the risen Jesus says, in John 20.21, ‘As the Father
has sent me, so I send you’ (NRSV). And he breathes on the disciples, as God breathed upon Adam and Eve in the
beginning, and gives them his own spirit, his own breath of life.
The whole amazing story of Jesus with all its multiple levels, is thus given to be our story as we follow
him. This is John’s ultimate vision of the nature of Christian discipleship. At the end of John 21, after Jesus’
strange and beautiful conversation with Peter, he issues that haunting summons: don’t think about the person
standing next to you; your call is simply to follow me (21.22). Because of the cross, Jesus offers us, here and now,
his own sonship; his own spirit; his own mission to the world. The love which he incarnated, by which we are
saved, is to become the love which fills us beyond capacity and flows out to heal the world; so that the Word may
become flesh once more, and dwell (not just among us, but) within us. Having beheld his glory, we must then
reveal his glory, glory as of the beloved children of the father, full of grace and truth. (N. T. Wright 2019, 678-79)
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THE “I AM” CLAIMS OF JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Imaged
Predicated
Complemented
1) 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am (ego eimi) the bread
of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst.
2) 6:41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he
said, “I am (ego eimi) the bread that came down from
heaven.”

Unimaged
Unpredicated
Uncomplemented (“absolute”)
1) 4:26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he (ego
eimi).”
2) 6:20 But he said to them, “It is I (ego eimi); do not be
afraid.”
3) 8:18 I am (ego eimi) the one who bears witness about
myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.”

3) 6:48 I am (ego eimi) the bread of life.
4) 8:24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless
you believe that I am he (ego eimi) you will die in your sins.”
4) 6:51 I am (ego eimi) the living bread that came
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will
live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of 5) 8:28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the
the world is my flesh.”
Son of Man, then you will know that I am he (ego eimi), and
that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the
5) 8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am (ego Father taught me.
eimi) the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
6) 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Cf., 9:5.
Abraham was, I am (ego eimi).”
6) 10:7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 7) 13:19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that
to you, I am (ego eimi) the door of the sheep.
when it does take place you may believe that I am he (ego
eimi).
7) 10:9 I am (ego eimi) the door. If anyone enters by
me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
8) 18:5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said
pasture.
to them, “I am he (ego eimi).” Judas, who betrayed him, was
standing with them.
8) 10:11 I am (ego eimi) the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
9) 18:6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he (ego eimi),” they
drew back and fell to the ground.
9) 10:14 I am (ego eimi) the good shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me,
10) 18:8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he (ego eimi).
So, if you seek me, let these men go.”
10) 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am (ego eimi) the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live,
11) 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am (ego eimi) the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
12) 15:1 “I am (ego eimi) the true vine, and my Father
is the vinedresser.
13) 15:5 I am (ego eimi) the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.

J. Steiner, 2005. Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version.
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
1.

Where We Are in the Story: Getting Our Bearings
“In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1,
emphasis added). If Luke’s first account (i.e., the Gospel) dealt with what Jesus “began to do and teach,”
then Acts of the Apostles—Luke’s second account—deals with the continuation of the active and
teaching ministry of the Risen Lord Jesus. The Acts of the Apostles (or simply, Acts) serves as the
narrative link between the Incarnation, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus to the building up of his
mystical body, the Church, as well as the grounding for the epistles that follow. Acts largely centers
itself around the apostolic missions of Peter and Paul. As a part of the canon, Acts serves as more than
just a narrative of early Church history, but functions as a living blueprint for how Christ is active in the
building and cultivation of his Church through the working of the Holy Spirit.
“Rather than marking off history into periods to explain its continuities, Luke is more interested in
explaining how God’s purpose and plan for salvation works itself out from Israel through Jesus into the
church and out to the world.”1

2.

The Story Unfolds: The Revelation of God in Acts of the Apostles

2.1.

How it’s shaped: The author’s plan
I.

PREPARATION FOR GOSPEL WITNESS, 1:1–2:13
A.
B.
C.
D.

II.

THE GOSPEL WITNESS IN JERUSALEM, 2:14–8:3
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

III.

Philip’s Ministry in Samaria and Judea, 8:4-40
Saul’s Conversion, 9:1-31
Peter’s Ministry in the Coastal Towns, 9:32–11:18
The Antioch Church’s Witness to Gentiles, and the Offering for Jerusalem, 11:19-30
Persecution of the Jerusalem Church, and the Death of Herod Agrippa, 12:1-25

THE GOSPEL WITNESS TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, 13:1–28:31
A.
B.

1

Peter’s Ministry and First Imprisonment, 2:14–4:31
Donations and Discipline in the Community of Believers, 4:32–5:11
Peter’s Ministry and Second Imprisonment, 5:12-42
Selection of the Seven Servers, 6:1-7
Stephen’s Ultimate Witness–Martyrdom, 6:8–7:60
The First Persecution of the Church, 8:1-3

THE GOSPEL WITNESS IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA, 8:4–12:25
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

IV.

The Prologue: Jesus Prepares the Disciples, 1:1-5
Jesus Ascends, 1:6-11
Matthias Replaces Judas, 1:12-26
The Spirit Descends at Pentecost, 2:1-13

Paul’s First Missionary Journey: Cyprus and Asia Minor, 13:1–14:28
The Jerusalem Church Council, 15:1-35

N. T. Wright and Michael F. Bird, The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History, Literature, and
Theology of the First Christians, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2019), 607.
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C.
D.
E.
F.
2.2.

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey: Asia Minor, Greece, Ephesus, 15:36–18:22
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey: Asia Minor, Ephesus, Greece, 18:23–21:15
Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem and Imprisonment in Caesarea, 21:16–26:32
Paul’s Journey to and Witness in Rome, 27:1–28:31

What it says: The message conveyed
Acts is a bridge that connects the story of Jesus with the story of the Church. It answers the what then
question of the Gospels, by showing how the message and mission of Jesus would produce communities
of his followers, Jews and Gentiles alike, from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. On the far side of this
bridge come the New Testament letters, filled with references to people (like Peter, James, and Paul),
places (like Rome and Corinth), and events (like how the Church got started), all of which have their
background in Acts. We’d be lost really without this great biblical bridge–unable to see how the Church
connects to Jesus and unable to make much sense of the rest of the New Testament. Put more positively,
Acts shows us what it looks like to be Jesus’ followers, connected to our Lord and to each other,
continuing his presence and his mission in the world.
A.

Thematic Developments in Acts of the Apostles

!

Witness of the Old Testament in preaching the gospel (cf. Acts 2:14-36; 3:11-26; 7:2-53;
8:26-40; 28:23-28)

!

The Nature of the Church Revealed in Acts (Acts 2:42)
The Teaching of the Apostles
The Fellowship
The Breaking of the Bread
The Prayers

!
B.

3.

The Imitation of Christ: The Church takes the shape of Christ (Acts 6:8-7:60)

Looking ahead: Acts of the Apostles as the canonical foundation for Pauline Letters

!

Seeing the conversion of Paul as informing his gospel (cf. Acts 9:4-5)

!

Situating the letters of the New Testament in their canonical home

Inhabiting the Story: Making It Our Own
Pope St. Paul VI in his apostolic letter on evangelization wrote, “[Acts of the Apostles] bears witness to a privileged
and in a sense exemplary moment of [the Church’s] missionary effort which will…leave its mark on the whole history
of the Church.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 51)
“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to
evangelize.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14)
Pope St. John Paul II: “I sense that the moment has come to commit all of the Church’s energies to a new
evangelization … No believer in Christ, no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to
all peoples.” (Redemptoris Missio, 3)

